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PREFACE. 


The want of some compendious form of Family Prayer 
in the vernacular for the females of our community, has 
been so long and strongly felt, that little apology is 
required for undertaking such a compilation in the true 
spirit of religious devotion, and with due regard to the existing 
recognised ritual service. The domestic position of females 
their numerous and arduous duties, particularly in married 
life and in reference to the physical and moral care of their 
children, render it a matter of great difficulty for them to 
recite all the prayers contained in the usual service with that 
undivided attention demanded by their solemnity; and th's 
often leads to their being entirely neglected. Besides, many 
prayers which ought to be used on occasions incidental to female 
life, necessitate the avoidance of prolixity to enhance their 
soul stirring tendency. The mynn “Female Devotions,” 
of former times supplied this desideratum to a certain 
extent, and editions in a condensed form and corrected 
language appeared some years since in France, Germany, 
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and Poland. These JVO'nn met the approval of the most 
orthodox and conscientious continental Rabbies, being com¬ 
posed in conformity with traditional Judaism and chiefly 
extracted from Biblical and Talmudical writings, and yet 
adapted to the spirit of the age. 

The imperative necessity of retaining in any authorized 
Form of Prayers, the original and sacred language—the 
Hebrew—has been too strongly pronounced to allow infringe¬ 
ment on its sanctity; yet in the case of Females a slight 
relaxation of that rule in so far as regards private devotions, 
cannot but be productive of beneficial effects : It is hoped, 
therefore, that as the object of this Publication is not to 
interfere with the regular order of Hebrew Prayers, 
but rather to strengthen the inclination to frequent 
devotion, the religious bearing of this small volume 
of “Devotions for the Daughters of Israel,” adapted 
from a Prayer Book in general use throughout Germany, 
will be correctly understood and duly appreciated. There 
can be no doubt that its general diffusion in Jewish families 
will strengthen that love for our Holy religion which forms 
the crown and glory of the Women of Israel. 
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ERRATA. 

Page 11, line 3, for “ fifth” read “sixth.” 

Page 19, liue 14, after “Sinai’s Mount,” add “by Divine Command.” 



















DAILY DEVOTIONS FOR FEMALES, 
rwnn (techinoth.) 


A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

FOR SUNDAY. 


Hallelujah ! Praise ye God the Eternal, who in His 
Omnipotence brought forth the world from nothing, and who 
by His merciful command “Let there be Light,” set a 
boundary to the darkness of chaos. Thanks to Thee, O 
Father, for the beneficial and rejoicing Light; thanks to 
Thee for this boon, so worthy of Thy greatness—a boon, the 
salutary influence of which I now also enjoy—that I may 
look up to thee, 0 Father, with filial confidence, and that 
I may worship Thee with deep reverence. 

And since Light was the first production which Thou, in 
Thy all-merciful greatness, calledst forth in Thy Creation, 
since Light was the first, which, as we are taught by the 
Holy Scripture, Thou hast deigned to designate a good 
gift, may it be Thy will, compassionate Father, that this 
great boon, this good proceeding from Thee, may rejoice 
and cheer me also, Thy handmaiden, whilst I live; and 
that it may also serve me for that purpose, which was in¬ 
tended by Thy wisdom, for the whole community of man¬ 
kind. 




Grant also, 0 Lord, I beseecli Thee, that the Light of Thy * 
truth guide, enlighten, and prosper me, that my spirit may 
not grope in the dark, and that I may not fall a prey to 
corruption. Grant, 0 All-merciful! that the light of Thy 
sacred law conduct me to the path of virtue, that I may 
never deviate therefrom, but continue to ennoble my heart, 
and render me ever worthier of Thy mercy, which, I trust, 
Thou wilt never withhold from me. Amen. 


A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

FOR MONDAY. 


Hallelujah ! Praise ye the Eternal, ascribe honor 
unto Him for evermore; exalt Him ye nations, and sing of 
His glory, and His marvellous deeds. Like unto a tent He 
spread out the firmament over endless waters, and called 
it “Heaven.” That Heaven declareth the Omnipotence 
of its Creator, though “ not by speech nor by language.” 
From yonder impenetrable heights He looketh down 
into the heart of every man, whose innermost thoughts 
He knoweth; ordaineth the steps of every human being! 
and rewardetli and punisheth the high as well as the low, 
the superior as well as the inferior, the rich as well as the 
poor. From yonder heights He compassionates the oppressed 
here beneath, and lifteth up those that are humbled down. 
0 Lord, may this thought continually be present to my 
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mind, that I may never, yea never, even then, when I 
stand on the summit of prosperity, allow myself to be 
beguiled by vanity, pride, or eagerness for dazzling show ; 
that I may never deny assistance to any one in need 
thereof, but follow Thee, O benevolent Father, who art ever 
near to him, and helpeth him who calleth upon Thee in 
truth. For art Thou not the God that loveth humility, but 
hatetli pride ? Art thou not the Lord who said “ the 
heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool,—but to 
this man will I look, even to him that is poor, and of a 
contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word ? ” Strengthen 
me also then, O merciful Father, in my resolve to support 
the fallen, and relieve the oppressed at all times, to the 
utmost, according to my means and powers, in order that I 
may render myself worthy of the title C'iom '31 “ the 
children of the compassionate,” which ever distinguished 
Israel. Amen. 


A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

FOR TUESDAY. 


Hallelujah ! Praise thou, O my soul, the exalted 
Creator, who adorned the earth, which He gave to all 
men, with fruit trees and herbs of every kind, on the third 
day of the creation. A mild congenial verdure decked the 
circuit of the earth, which had but just emerged from the 
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waters; valleys wrapped themselves in herbs and plants of 
thousand-fold colors, and of lovely fragrance; and thus 
was the first Spring, which now returns in due season to the 
joy and delight of all living creatures, according to the laws 
which Thou, beneficent Father, hast prescribed for nature. 
Millions of powers developed themselves on that day of 
Creation, as soon as Thy mighty call, “ Let there be,” 
resounded; millions of pow r ers now proclaim Thy Omni¬ 
potence, so that every feeling heart joyfully and deeply 
moved, calleth unto Thee, “ this is my God, and I 
will exalt him.” In the book of nature every one can 
reverentially read Thy paternal love; on the heights as well 
as in the depths, in the storm as well as in the calm, waves 
the spirit of Thy love. Let therefore everything which hath 
breath in its nostrils, praise the Lord. Hallelujah. 


A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

% 

FOR WEDNESDAY. 


Hallelujah ! Praise God in due meekness, praise Him, 
—declare His high exalted fame and glory. Myriads of 
heavenly bodies, suns, moons, and stars were created by His 
Omnipotence on the fourth day of creation; who in their 
lofty magnificence reverentially obey His law, and never 
trespass over the limits assigned to them. All of these 
bodies, —the sun with his ocean of rays, the moon and the 
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stars with their bright lustres, proclaim Thy glory, and call 
“ who among the mighty is like unto Thee, O Lord, who so 
glorified in holiness I” By those luminaries of Heaven thou, 
allwise Creator, dividest the seasons of the year, fixedst the 
boundaries of the day and night; therefore shall my soul be 
uplifted to Thee in thankfulness, and sing praises unto Thy 
great name. When the beams of the sun break forth 
through the grey dawn, and spread light, warmth, life, and 
joy, who, then, can resist thanking Thee from the innermost 
corners of their heart 1 When the lovely shining moon 
softly lights up the dark night with her choir of stars, what 
feeling heart of mortal is not then penetrated with emotions 
of gratefulness 1 who does not exclaim with amazement, 
u what is man that Thou, the Creator of so many worlds, re- 
memberest him !” But Thou art also kind and merciful, O 
Father, towards all Thy creatures; wherefore I also ever 
comfort myself with the words of the inspired psalmist, “my 
help cometh from the Lord, who created the Heavens and 
the Earth.” Hallelujah! 


A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

FOR THURSDAY. 


Hallelujah ! Unto Thee, exalted Creator of nature, 
shall resuound my song of praise; unto Thee be ever dedi¬ 
cated my lyre. 0, soar up from thy mortal coil, my spirit, 
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to the Creator of beings without number, to the Omnipotent, 
who on the fifth day of the Creation filled the earth, the waters, 
and the air with living creatures, which now all praise and 
exalt their Creator who at all times remembered them, and 
who is a Father unto all of them. The inhabitants of the 
spaces of all spheres, as well as the great monsters of the 
sea, the high-soaring eagle, as well as the worm in the 
dust, pay homage to Thy Majesty. From the dawn of 
morning, until the glowing of the evening-star on the 
heavens, these creatures all publish Thy grace and paternal 
care. And I, after having arrived at this conviction, should 
I allow my trust in Thee to be weakened by timid doubts or 
chilled scoffing? No, 0 beloved Father! may neither the one 
nor the other be capable to deprive me of the hopes, that 
Thou wilt never forsake me, that Thou wilt never deliver me 
up to destruction. Even if the path of my life remain 
clouded in obscurity, doth not the voice sounding like the 
melody of angels call unto me, “ I am the Eternal thy God, 
I am with thee ! I am thy refuge !’* Yes, Father, it is 
Thou who continually watcliedst over me; it is Thou who 
hast vouchsafed Thy blessing unto all those who remain on 
the path of the good and the virtuous, and whose efforts are 
directed to that purpose, to resemble Thee more daily in the 
pursuit of all that is good and virtuous, that I may exclaim 
with joy, NVX X 1 ? ” “ the Eternal is with me, I fear 

nothing !” Amen. 
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A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

FOR FRIDAY. 


Hallelujah ! With pious sentiments my soul lifts itself 
up unto Thee 0 Father, and tunes forth sacred psalms. On 
the fifth day of the Creation, after Thou didst bless the 
earth with everything in abundance, and made it a paradise, 
then resounded the voice of Thy impenetrable wisdom: now 
we will make a being in our own image ! and thus was man 
made, who, although the last of the creation, became the chief 
of all that was created before him by the sublime gifts of the 
mind with which Thou hast endowed him. The rich fulness 
of higher powers, which he developes in a thousandfold 
exercises, constitutes him the ruler, the King of the earth. 
But not for this short life, 0 Eternal, hast Thou created 
us; not for the sake of enjoying the transient goods of this 
world, didst Thou breathe a soul into man; but for tlie 
life yonder, for life eternal, for which we are to prepare 
ourselves here beneath. Here the seeds of good are to be 
sown, but yonder they shall be reaped. 

0, may this belief in its full clearness ever penetrate my 
spirit; may the conviction that all men, though separated 
in their earthly relations, are united by one holy vocation 
never vanish from my memory; may the sublime idea, that 
all mankind are to constitute one community of God, whilst 
we are all His children, and He is father of all men—may 
this elevating thought ever penetrate me and every other 
human being, in order that everyone by everyone be esteemed 
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as a member of Thy realm. Be it the highest delight of 
every one to delight others; to obey the voice of justice, in 
order that we all, even all, may attain that sublime aim 
which Thy great kindness and merciful compassion has 
appointed for all men; and that there may be soon fulfilled 
the words of our holy prophet: “ps<M " •vr.'l 

nnx Tk w irn* *onn ova ” “ That the Lord 

shall be King over all the earth. In that day the Lord 
shall be one and his name one.” Amen. 


DAILY PRAYER AGAINST TEMPTATION. 


Deeply penetrated with the prayer addressed to Thee, 
all kind Father, my spirit soars up unto Thee, on the wings 
of devotion, to offer unto Thee, instead of the morning 
sacrifice, a vow, emanating from the depths of my heart. 
May the powers which Thou lent me, be devoted only to that 
lofty purpose, which I have to attain here beneath as a 
citizen of the world, and as an Israelite. May the most 
beauteous ornament of women, chastity, be always my 
ornament; the most precious decoration of a wife, fidelity, 
be ever my decoration; and the most sacred duty of the 
Israelite, to love a neighbour like oneself, shall ever be most 
effectively discharged by me. With a warm, benevolent 
heart, I will rejoice with the joyful; with the intensest 
sympathy I will endeavour to comfort those that are mourn¬ 
ing, assist the needy, support the sufferer, and help to lift 
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up those that are humbled down; the hurt and the injury in¬ 
flicted on me I will neither requite nor perpetuate in my 
memory; with forbearance and indulgence I will meet those 
who molest my honour; from slander and calumny I will 
keep aloof, so that the whole of my conduct bear the im¬ 
press of unfeigned piety and unostentatious philanthropy. 
When even gloomy care softly steals into my heart, when 
the companion of my pilgrimage— HOPE —threatens to leave 
me, I will look up unto Thee, my Father, and with filial 
attachment ask Thee, that Thou mayest light up the dark 
night of my sorrow, that Thou mayest speedily dry the 
tears of thy suffering and devoted handmaiden. And 
lastly, I vow unto thee, in the most sacred feelings of my 
heart, that I will remain faithful unto the religion of my 
fathers, to the evening of my life, may it arrive early or 
late, and that as a true Israelite I will seek to approach 
the goal, where the palm branch of reward yet awaits me. 

0, may this vow be graciously received by Thee, 
Heavenly Father, and be acceptable unto Thee, as a worthy 
sacrifice; like as Thou hast taught through the mouth of 
Thy prophet Samuel, “ Behold, to obey is better than sacri¬ 
fice, and to hearken, than the fat of rams.” Assist me now, 
all-powerful God, in the carrying out of my resolution, so 
that I may boldly resist the temptations which would lead 
me astray from the path of virtue; and that I may not 
render myself unworthy of Thy paternal love. Amen. 
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MEDITATION ON THE HOLY SABBATH. 


Be welcome to me with thy soothing tranquillity, thou 
day of sober and joyous rest, for in thee germinate undis¬ 
turbed the sacred blossoms of silent virtue; and the soul, 
removed from the tumult of the sensual world, readily 
listens to the lovely voice of religion. When in the diverting 
bustle of life my heart forgets the high purpose of human 
existence—when enticed by vanity, it strays from the path 
of the good—then, receive me, Thou comforter, in Thy 
holy shades; that in Thy lap I strengthen myself for 
the gladdening performance of my sacred duties. When I 
become weary on the rough road, on which secret passions 
cripple or paralyse the power to exercise good and noble 
deeds; when, with this weak feminine heart, which, alas, 
but too often is overcome by vanity, I feel ashamed how 
grievously I sinned against the Father of all: be thy sacred 
calmness, day of holy rest, my comforter and protector! 
But I also will never waste thy hallowed hours in senseless, 
indolent, mental vacancy, but ever devote them to the high¬ 
est purposes attainable on earth, so that I may be elevated 
to that nobility of the mind which will draw me nearer to 
the Eternal, the ideal of all virtues, and which will easily 
raise me above all sorrows of the times. Then shall I be 
able to say with consoling confidence : I have in letter and 
spirit, observed the divine commandment revealed on Sinai 
—“ remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy,” then 
shall I with assurance await that blessing with the All- 
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merciful vouchsafed to all those who do not desecrate the 
Sabbath in any way, nor profane it by sanctioning any un¬ 
holy work. 


PRAYER FOR THE SABBATH. 


All merciful God ! Animated by sacred thoughts, in¬ 
spired with holy feelings, freed from all care for transient 
goods, I appear before Thee, Eternal, to thank Thee, to 
praise Thee, and to bless Thee, for the manifold benefits 
which Thou hast conferred upon me, even in the week just 
elapsed, and for the sublime delight which I enjoy in the 
conscientiousness not to have fallen under the dominion of 
vain cravings. Lend me further strength, O Omnipotent, 
to resist the allurements of unlawful enjoyment, ever to 
direct my eyes with fervent longing to the great purpose of 
humanity, to conquer my foibles, and to ennoble my desires. 
Fortify me, 0 Father, on this holy Sabbath, which Thou 
hast given us for the sanctification of our minds, and for 
the blissful occupation of our spirit through faith in Thee, 
the witness and judge of our deeds; strengthen me to 
perseverance in the good, and to the fulfilment of my holy 
resolutions; strengthen me on this day of rest, in the 
arduous struggle for the highest and imperishable gems, 
which I as a daughter, (wife, mother,) friend, citizen of the 
world, and Israelite, am to possess. 0, Omniscient, elevate 
Thou my power to know myself ; rejoice me in Thy salvation, 
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preserve me in the ackowledgment of Thy truth and 
justice, and be gracious unto me, Thy handmaiden, now and 
evermore. Amen. 


PRAYER ON THE SABBATH, PREVIOUS TO THE 

NEW MOON. 


0 God, fountain of all happiness ! Another month will 
soon be carried in the swift stream of time to the endless 
host of its predecessors; and a new one will arise in its 
stead from the ocean of Eternity, which carries in its lap 
many a cheering, but also many a saddening fate. There¬ 
fore do we appear before Thee, 0 Lord, to implore on this 
day Thy paternal blessing. Open, O Creator of time, the 
gates of mercy and admit the prayer, of a heart which, in 
humility and meekness, prostrates itself before Thee. Give 
me, 0 Father, what Thou deemest beneficial to me, and 
teach me to make the most sacred use of Thy gifts. NeitheT 
gold nor treasures, but cheerfulness and contentment, be 
my portion. Endow me with that firm belief in Thee which 
no affliction, no calamity, however dire, can shake. Bless 
me with a true unalloyed love, which is able to sacrifice a 
life for a friend, and to pardon the bitterest enemy. Send 
me, Creator of light, some cheering rays from Thy Throne of 
Light, that 1 may nearer lose my way, never wander from 
the straight road, but always adhere to the observance of 
Thy laws, and render myself worthy of Thy love. Bless me 
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with hope, to look forward with full confidence to yonder 
regions where my soul may find all again that death here 
deprived it of. Bless me with peace of mind and repose of 
the soul, with love of justice and truth, so that with the 
coming month I may find myself brought much nearer the 
goal, for which I have to prepare myself here on earth. Be 
Thou, Omnipotent, my support and my staff, that I may 
live before Thee a life of righteousness, and that I may 
at all times obey the faithful council of Thy infinite 
wisdom. Amen. 


PRAYER ON THE NEW MOON. 


Father of all! Thou to whom millions raise their silent 
thanks; Thou, the Omniscient, who knowest even every 
soft heaving that moves our breast, every silent longing 
that buoys up our heart; hear me also when on this day, 
which Thou, according to the teachings of our pious an¬ 
cestors, hast appointed for the pardon of sins, I call in deep 
humility upon Thee, merciful Father, to forgive the sins 
which I may have committed in the month just elapsed, 
agaiust Thee and against my fellow creatures. Well do I 
perceive that the pleasures arising from sin are not lastingly 
gratifying; well I know that, sooner or later, shame, grief, 
remorse and reproach will follow upon the gratification 
which sin offers; well do I feel that even the repose which 
sin promises is, indeed, only the drowning and stifling of 
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everything that is really important and sacred to me; I 
also am convinced that this pretended repose will be inter¬ 
rupted as often as my conscience grows alive within me, 
and I become myself again. Therefore, I beseech Thee, O 
Heavenly Father, assist me, that this conscientiousness be 
ever present before my mind, so that I may renounce sin 
only from this and similar noble motives, and that my con¬ 
tempt of sin may only flow from such pure sources. 0, support 
me then, 0 God, who delighteth in repentance and peni¬ 
tence, so that I may always watch over my heart, ever to 
conquer wicked purposes, by a conviction of what is really 
good, and my innate freedom be not snatched from me by 
the violence of sin. Lend me the power to resign all un¬ 
lawful transient gratification, and to seek salvation in 
striving after that which is eternal, and to seek truth and 
virtue in Thy faith. Renew, 0 All-merciful God, this 
month for good and for blessing, for joy and delight for as, 
for all Israel, and for all mankind. Amen. 


MEDITATIONS ON THE LIFE OF MOSES, OUR 
GREAT LEGISLATOR. 

appointed for the 7th adar, the anniversary of 

HIS DEATH. 


Devoted to the service of Truth, guided by a holy zeal 
for the good, strengthened by piety and philanthropy, lived 
Moses, the servant of God, and the great benefactor of man¬ 
kind; listening only to the dignifying call of duty, following 
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only the behests of his Divine Master; and thus, high great¬ 
ness combined with deep humility, true dignity joined to 
unfeigned meekness, distinguished his divine career. The 
allurements to evil never shook his faith; neither the dan¬ 
gers of the sea, nor the disasters of the desert could daunt 
him; neither the ingratitude of strangers tolerated by him 
m my, nor the rebellious band of Korah could dishearten 
him; for purity gave courage, benevolence inspired, and 
confidence in God strengthened him. 

Not in vain did this great man sacrifice his very exist¬ 
ence to the call appointed to him by God, for thousands of 
years have already passed away in the lap of time, and yet 
ripen the fruit of his blissful seed; yet millions walk by the 
light, the rays of which he diffused from Sinai’s mount. 
Who can survey the fulness of the blessings spread by 
Moses 1 Who can comprehend to its full extent the light 
and peace, the joy and the hope which he disseminated in 
the midst of Israel, and rendered happy a whole nation for 
time everlasting h 

So much a pure and holy will is able to accomplish ; so 
much sublime power is in man. Therefore will I thank 
Thee, 0 Eternal, for the fulness of Thy gifts; I will praise 
Thee for every ray of truth, for every power to exercise 
virtue, and for every resistance to temptation. Then only, 
when we shall have accomplished all, may the eve of life set 
in, and then our end shall be mild and serene, like that of 
our Legislator. Whoever, like Moses, strives upward for en- 
lightment and virtue, he garners treasures for eternity. 
Whoever, like this godly man, trusts to the Father of all, 
feels soft repose, and walks in serenity. Whoever, like 
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unto Moses, promotes philanthropy, and dries the tears of 
the sufferer, honours God ; whoever follows the path of ac¬ 
knowledged good with sacred truth, achieves the highest 
diadem attainable by man. 

To perform that which he taught, in the name of God, was 
his last prayer; to perform it be our pride; to follow the 
Word of God be our only striving: Amen. 


PRAYER FOR THE FIRST DAYS OF 
PASSOVER, noo. 


ICS? 0*13 I? nin Thank Him! Praise and exalt the 
Eternal Lord God of Zebaoth ! To Him who is en¬ 
throned on high, whom heaven and earth exalt, our 
songs of praise shall resound on this day, on which 
the All merciful has, as suddenly as lightning, loosened 
the heavy and oppressive bonds of slavery in which 
our fathers had languished for centuries. The term of 
trial for our ancestors, appointed to be four hundred years, 
He, in His infinite mercy, shortened, and caused, by His 
paternal love, the bright star of freedom to rise from the 
dark night of bondage. With filial love Thy people thank 
Thee, Almighty, for that long-looked-for redemption which 
is associated with everything great and sacred, that the 
hand of Thy gracious bounty hath bestowed upon us. Thank¬ 
fully do their descendants yet eat the bread of affliction, which 
reminds them of that momentous event; with songs of joy, 
praise, and thanksgiving they now eat the bitter herbs 
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which call back to their recollection those gloomy times 
which Thy people passed in Egypt, and which Thou 
hadst almost made them forget, by Thy great miracles and 
wonders. For, what* 0 Lord, are the precious goods on 
earth, and the greatest happiness of man, when all- 
darkening slavery suppresses every spark of gladness, and 
* mixes poison in every cup of joy ? Therefore, extol . 
my soul, the high exalted Euler of the World ! Exalt 
Him for thy liberation from the yoke of Egyptian slavery, 
and strengthen thyself by confidence in Him; for, great 
and mighty, gracious and merciful, is our Heavenly Father, 
the God of Israel, who will restore us to perfect freedom in 
the days of the promised Messiah. Hallelujah, Hallelujah! 


PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE LAST 
DAYS OF PASSOVER. 


Father of mankind 1 Accept the highest praise to 
Thy glory; accept the solemn festivity of this day; accept 
this thank-offering of the mind, which, in deep humility, I 
bring unto Thee for that victory which in times of yore my 
forefathers achieved on this day through Thy paternal 
support. Yonder on the strand of the sea, where a double 
death awaited the scarcely liberated slaves, yonder in the 
raging element, the wild flood of the sea, Thou didst appear 
to them as a father and a saviour, and inflicted on the 
enemies of Thy people that which they designed to perpetrate 
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on thy chosen race. Already had Pharaoh and his army di¬ 
vided in their imagination the spoil of the persecuted; already 
did they exclaim intoxicated with joy, “ I will draw my 
sword, my hand shall destroy them !” But Thou, loving 
Father, didst determine the destruction of the persecutor, 
Thou beckonedst to the sea, and it obeyed; the floods stood 
upright as a wall, and the people favoured by Thee, passed 
with dry feet to the other shore of the sea, which the enemy 
hoped also to gain. But—a breath from thee—and billows 
towered upon billows which swallowed up the horse and his 
rider. Then exclaimed every one of the liberated people : 
“ He is my God and I will praise him, my father’s God, 
and I will exalt Him ! ” The leaders and the army, men 
and women, grey-headed men and youths tuned the song of 
praise, concluding with the sublime words: 

"tyi “ The Lord shall reign for ever and ever/’ Y ea 
Thou wilt reign unto eternity, Thou our Redeemer, Thou 
Holy One, and Saviour of Israel. Therefore shall my soul 
praise Thee for ever. Hallelujah I 


PRAYER FOR THE FEAST OF WEEKS 
OR PENTECOST niPUS?. 


Rejoice, O my soul on this day so important unto all 
Israel! Elevate thyself, my spirit, on the wings of devotion, 
and render thanks to the Father of all, for the unbounded 
mercy which He bestowed on this day upon our ancestors and 


<J.K. 
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their descendants unto the end of time, whilst He gave 
then the most precious good man can receive : that religion 
with hath existed for thousands of years, and will exist to 
eternity, according to Thy promise through Thy holy pro¬ 
phet : nmi ybv tpx 'nn « non arm 'rna mi 'dm 
“ jin? mt *boi 'boi *] h bo itsno' vb *pBi 'nrw nrx 

a'ny njn nnyo " 

u As for me, this is my covenant, saith the Lord ; my 
spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in 
thy mouth shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the 
mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, 
saith the Lord from henceforth and for ever.” 

Great and noble is the destination which Thou, 0 Lord, 
hast appointed for man; sublime are the powers that animate 
him; infinite the qualities that are within him, by which he 
is able to elevate his spirit to Thee, the most High, though 
his earthly bonds may fetter him to earth. But still greater 
is man when he ennobles himself by the religion which Thou 
hast founded, when he observes Thy commandments, and 
acts according to Thy will. Then will he be elevated by 
that nobility of soul which renders him capable to resemble 
Thee, and which will raise him above the troubles of time. 
Yea, God of Mercy, it was Thy divine pleasure to render 
man truly happy, therefore Thou createdst him in Thy 
image, therefore thou revealedst to him thy holy law, and 
therefore if he should mentally go astray, Thou guidest him 
back to the right path, with kindness and paternal affection. 
0 Lord, Thou taughtedst on Sinai to worship none but Thee • 
not to take an oath falsely or in vain; to sanotify the sabbath; 
to honor and revere our parents; neither to shorten the life 
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of our neighbour, nor to put him to a moral death; nor to pro¬ 
fane the sacred ties of matrimony; not to possess oneself of 
unlawful goods ; to keep aloof frum falseness, covetousness, 
envy and deceit. Thou Divine Legislator 1 0 strengthen 

us in the observance of these Thy commandments, which 
cause our salvation and genuine happiness. Then shall we 
neT*er forget the Divine behests in the intoxication of our 
senses; then only shall we know the danger to which we 
are expose d, if we deceive ourselves by false delusions. 

Implant, 0 Father, in my heart (and in that of my 
children and grandchildren) love for Thee and for our holy 
religion. Enlighten my understanding, and improve my 
mind; so that no chilling and sceptical influences prevent 
the good seed of Thy word from taking root within my heart; 
but that it may find a good, susceptible soil, and cause thou¬ 
sand-fold blessings to me (and my descendants) for time 
everlasting ; So that we may be truly worthy of the coming 
of the Messiah. Amen. 


PRAYER ON THE EYE OF THE NEW 
YEAR wn 


Wrapped in the grey shadows of dusk, now appears the 
last hour of the year, and it would make my heart tremble 
with fear were it not for Thy holy promise which animates me, 
and for the filial trust in Thee, 0 Father, which thoroughly 
penetrates my heart, and causes me to look towards the new 
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year just approaching with confidence and joy. Marvellous 
deeds hast thou shown me in the year now floating away on 
the tide of time; Thou hast overwhelmed me with kind¬ 
ness, and warded off from me many a deserved punishment. 
Thou hast blessed my calling as a daughter, (wife), (mother), 
hast admitted my prayers to Thy throne of mercy, and 
didst hearken to them. Yea, beloved Father! Thy un¬ 
bounded goodness hath led me through the whole of the 
year; Thy Love hath blessed me; Thy Omnipotence hath 
protected me; and Thy benevolent hand hath given me (and 
my family all that I (we) needed. And even if the arm of 
Thy justice has sometimes punished me, so that sorrow 
and distress heavily bent me down, it was Thy love which 
chastised me for my weal; and had I even felt the burthen 
of sorrow still heavier, the chastised child would never¬ 
theless have brought to her Father a thanks-offering for 
those punishments. Had I even been humbled to the dust 
by Thy paternal love, the tear pressed forth by deep sorrow 
would never have complained against thy providence and 
wisdom. When danger and distress encompassed me, Thy 
help was also near, upon which I shall ever trust, whilst I 
will exclaim with our Father Jacob, » »]V'p "jnyv^ “ In 
Thy salvation I hope, 0 Lord.” 

O Eternal God of Mercy! let the sun of the year now 
departing not set in Thy wrath, and forgive the sins we 
have committed during its course. Pardon, 0 God, every 
profanation of Thy holy name (Q*^n b'Dn), every act or 
expression of disobedience, every stubbornness, every un¬ 
truth, every trespass of the law to love our neighbour. 
Grant that the new year may begin with renewed joy and 
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gladness, with renewed blessing and happiness, and com¬ 
mend us to Thy protection, Thy love, and Thy grace. 
Amen. 


PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR wn rxn. 


Silently vanished the last traces of the hours of the past 
year, and we now appear before Thee, 0 Lord, who knoweth 
no change and no vicissitude of time, to supplicate Thee for 
life, health, maintenance and contentment, cheerfulness and 
happiness, in the year which has just commenced. Thanks to 
Thee, 0 Heavenly Father, for Thy revealed word, which 
assures us that nothing is done without Thy will, and that 
our fate lies in Thy hands. For, if we consider the insta¬ 
bility and decadence of our life on earth, the frequent 
changes from prosperous to adverse fates, the impenetrable 
darkness which clouds the future, what is left to us to hold 
fast upon, on which to rest our hopes, from which we could 
derive consolation in the days of trouble and disaster, if we 
were not subject to Thy providence, but left to blind chance 1 
How gloomy would be our prospects for the future, how 
great would be our trembling in the fluctuating events of every 
day ! But the encouraging faith in Thy providence and that 
everything which emanates from Thee is for the best, the 
hope that, as a loving Father of all men, Thou forgivest 
their sins as soon as Thou perceivest repentance and improve¬ 
ment—these reflections filled my heart with courage, 
cheerfulness, and perseverance in sad days, and with filial 
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confidence at the beginning of every year, that Thou wouldst 
not in the future withold thy mercy from me. 0 may 
thy love also in the coming year watch over me; may my 
existence, which thou canst prolong by thy omnipotence, 
be a virtuous one, and acceptable unto Thee. Not by the 
sacrifice of my soul, my conscience, the peace of my heart, 
I pray that my years be prolonged, but in order to be able 
to achieve greater purity of heart, and thus nearer to approach 
the sublime aim, for the ennobling of which Thou hast 
called me into life. Peace with Thee and peace with myself 
—these precious gems will I keep and preserve, and then O 
Father, then wilt Thou assuredly grant my petition for the 
prolongation of my existence, and for the obtaining of thy 
blessings in the future year, as it is said in thy holy writings 
“ What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days 
that he may see good 1 Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy 
lips from speaking guile. Depart from evil and do good ; 
seek peace, and pursue it.” 0 God of Life, grant my dear 
parents (my brothers and sisters) health and cheerfulness 
(bless my husband with thy love and truth ; bless him in 
his coming in and his going out; bless him in all his under¬ 
takings ; enable him to labour long yet for the welfare of 
his family, and sustain him in thy grace.) (Grant that my 
children may rise and prosper; bless them with unin- 
Thee, and for their fellow creatures; bless them with unin¬ 
terrupted health, with resolution and vigour, to act vir¬ 
tuously ; soften their heart to be susceptible of thy holy 
word, and of every good moral teaching); inscribe us all 
in the book of life, blessing, and peace. And grant that 
we may soon worship Thee in our restored Temple. Amen. 
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PRAYER ON THE EYE OF THE DAY OF 
ATONEMENT *ru fc. 


Almighty God, I approach thy paternal mercy on this 
evening appointed for the most solemn devotion, and for the 
atonement of sins, which Thou hast vouchsafed to thy 
people, to confess in deep humility and contrition, my weak¬ 
ness, and the trespasses which it caused me to commit. If I 
have violated the dignity of nature, and desecrated thy image 
within me; if I have permitted my soul to be entangled in the 
net of vanity and worldliness; if by thoughts words or acts 
I have sinned against thy law, I beseech Thee, All-forgiving 
and long-suffering Father! blot out from thy book of my life 
every offence, banish from my breast every sinful desire, 
and receive me again in the fulness of thy grace. I firmly 
resolve to amend my ways, stand purer and holier before thy 
all-seeing eye. No power on earth, no sin, however tempt¬ 
ing, shall separate my soul from Thee. Regard, 0 Omniscient, 
my mourning and penitent heart, and cast me not away 
from thy countenance, but forgive thy lowly humbled 
handmaiden. 

And if Thou, O Lord of Justice, chastisest me for having 
transgressed thy sacred and beneficial commandments, do 
not altogether withdraw thy loving hand from me. I pant 
for being cleansed from the sin which soiled my soul, which 
broke the peace pf my mind, and which renders me inca¬ 
pable of that communion with Thee, which mankind may 
achieve. Receive in thy mercy, my solemn promise of im- 
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plicit obedience, and unflinching devotion. With every pos 
sible care I will watch over myself, combat the unlawful 
cravings of my heart, and with unremitting zeal strive to 
walk in thy ways. I will not linger on the road at objects 
that awaken wicked wishes within me, I will renounce those 
pleasures which offer nourishment to the unlawful cravings 
of vanity ; I will read no w 7 orks which tend to corrupt the 
imagination by attempted palliations of immorality and 
vice. Assist me in this resolve All-kind Father, endow' me 
with sober understanding, clearness of comprehension, peace 
of mind, sense of my nothingness, knowledge of my 
duties, the capability of listening to the voice of conscience, 
remembrance of my resolve to improve my intellect, courage 
and power to carry out these resolutions. Happy shall I 
be if this day of atonement confirms these determinations in 
my mind; happy shall I be wdien Thou, in Thy loving¬ 
kindness hearest my prayers this evening, and shalt answer 
me as Thou didst to thy servant Moses -pniD 'PT-DC- “ I 
have pardoned according to thy word.” Amen. 


PRAYER FOR DAY OF ATONEMENT. 

MORNING PRAYER TDD DV 5 ? mrptf. 


God of the Universe 1 as often as thy sun awakens us to 
renewed activity, we look up to Thee with deep emotion and 
fervent gratitude. Strengthened by the all-wise rule of 
nature, which is the work of thy goodness, we joy-fully 
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respond to the call of our daily service. From Thee cometh 1 
strength which the pilgrim requires to complete his course ; 
it is Thou that calleth us to the path of activity, therefore 
do we commence the work cheerfully. If, -when the evening 
inclines, we close our daily work with cheerful remembrance 
of Thee, Omnipresent! and finally the sun of life sets in, 
then we depart peacefully from this earth! 

Yet with still greater fervour than on other mornings I 
thank Thee, kindest Father, on this solemn Morning of 
Atonement, on which Thou vouclisafest to pardon Israel’s 
sins, as it is written in Thy holy Torah : *i£0' Hfn o 

virion ** cs'nxDn too csr.K “into 1 ? c^y. “For 
on that day will he atone for you, to cleanse you; 
from all your sins shall ye be cleansed before the Lord.” 
Often my weak heart succumbed to the storm of passion, 
and my strength lay prostrate. I now look back with a 
searching eye upon the days passed, and I call upon Thee, 
God of mercy, in profound humility, and with a contrite 
heart, that Thou mayst not remember the sins which I 
have committed until this day, and which I repent from the 
depths of my soul. Look down, Father, upon me, thy 
handmaid, who penetrated with remorse, and glowing 
with deep shame, implores thy forgiveness. Even angels 
are not pure before Thee, and shall man, who has con¬ 
tinually to struggle with sin, be victorious in this 
hard combat 1 Lord of mercy and justice 1 do not requite 
me according to my guilt, which I cannot conceal from 
Thee. Not boasting of my own worth, not proud of my 
own merits, not vain of my insignificant attainments, not 
in a haughty, or proud posture, do I step before thy throne of 
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mercy, but lowly humbled in the consciousness of my weak¬ 
ness, of my frail and fallible heart, my head bends before 
Thy all-seeing eye, and my heart prostrates itself before 
Thy all-perceiving power, to supplicate Thy compassionate 
forbearance. 0 banish my guilt from thy book of life, 
like the clouds of mist from the horizon; receive me again 
with paternal love among the number of Thy children, and 
be gracious unto me. Amen. 


PRATER OF ADDITIONAL SERVICE UN 
THE DAY OF ATONEMENT. 

*vim nvb fp'.o 


0 Eternal, I am lowly humbled when I remember that 
the Priests and the people, who, on the solemn day of 
atonement, stood in the vast court of the Holy Temple, 
as soon as they heard the sawed name of the Almighty 
(the Tetragramaton) proceed from the mouth of the High 
Priest, they knelt down, bowed, and fell on their faoes, and 
exclaimed, “Praised be the name of His glory and His king¬ 
dom for ever and ever.” He also then closed his prayer 
with the words. And Thou in Thy grace and Thy great 
mercy, pardon the congregation of Jeshurun. V hen I 
reflect on this past glory and now, 0 Lord, the holy one of 
Israel, through the multitude of our sins, we are without a 
Temple, without a High Priest; our Temple is destroyed, 
and the Sanctuary where Thy Majesty once manifested 
itself is levelled to the ground, as the Holy Prophet laments, 
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“the Lord forsook his altar, rejected his sanctuary on the day 
of his wrath.” O how my heart bleeds at these reminiscences! 
how my soul is prostrated when I remember the days of yore, 
when in Zion, the crown of beauty, the delight of the universe, 
the holy temple stood in its majestic glory; whither even 
heathens flocked to worship and prostrate themselves before 
The One God, and where inhabitants of remote isles brought 
sacrifices to the God of Israel; where the hymns and thanks¬ 
givings of the united choir of Lovites, accompanied by 
innumerable instruments, exalted every heart and inspired 
every mind ; where the solemn devotion with which the 
priests performed their sacred offices filled the soul with 
fervent emotions; where, on the day of Atonement, the 
High Priest entered the Holy of Holies, which no human 
eye except his, was permitted to see, and according to Thy 
Holy behest, he there atoned for the sins of Israel. 

How sad is the reflection! The holy temple lies in ashes, 
the devoted altars are pulled down, the harmonious song of 
the Levites is mute, and no harp dedicated to God invites 
us to devotion! 

But, why do I complain 1 Thou, Eternal Being, art not 
Thou Omnipresent 1 ? Hast Thou not a holy Temple in the 
heart of every man, and which, not built by human 
hands, cannot decay ? and though there arises now no sweet 
savour of sacrifices and frankincense from the holy altars, 
there are yet the pious feelings, which elevate our heart 
unto Thee, more acceptable unto Thee than all frankincense, 
as we are assured by the Royal Psalmist: “ Thou desirest 
not sacrifice, else I would give it. Thou delightest not in 
burnt-offering: the sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, 
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a broken and a contrite heart, 0 God, Thou wilt not 
despise.” 

Relying upon these words of comfort, I hope that Thou, 
Father of all, wilt also graciously receive prayer from 
the inmost of my heart, and that my supplication be ac¬ 
ceptable as frankincense; that Thou wilt receive the re¬ 
pentance of the sinner, and wilt forgive him. For does not Thy 
Majesty fill the whole Universe, and is not all Nature Thy 
Temple 1 as thou spakest, through the mouth of Thy Pro¬ 
phet: “From the rising of the sun, even unto the going 
down of the same, my name shall be great among the 
Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto 
my name , and a pure offering : for my name shall be great 
among the heathen, saith the Lord of Hosts.” Hear us, 
then, merciful God, on this day of Atonement, as if we had 
stood in the Holy Temple of Jerusalem ; pardon our trans¬ 
gressions as if we had asked pardon through the High 
Priest; strengthen us in the observance of Thy law, and in 
the vanquishing of our evil desires, which is as acceptable 
unto Thee as offerings and sacrifices. Grant, O Lord, the 
restoration of Thy Holy Temple in our days. Amen. 


DEVOTIONS FOR THE CLOSING PRAYER ON 
THE DAY OF ATONEMENT rb'yi. 


Gracious Father ! The sun of the most sacred of days 
will soon set; the precious hours appointed for the con¬ 
fession and atonement of sins will soon be gone. 0, Lord ! 
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may my repentance be accepted by Thy goodness, and my 
determination henceforth to improve my ways be received 
graciously before Thy throne of mercy. May now be ful¬ 
filled the promise vouchsafed through Thy Prophet Isaiah : 
nosn mno ironu tyik nrnso ypi' rx “ then 
shall thy light break forth in the morning; and 
thine health shall spring forth speedily.” And should 
death according to Thy divine will deprive us of a life 
dear to us, if we should have to lament the premature de¬ 
parture of a father, a mother, a teacher or guardian on earth, 
or it our heart should become faint at a serious loss, so that 
this world, with all its magnificence and glory, is too poor to 
console us, then comfort Thou us, 0 Lord, source of all 
comfort, then let us be consoled by the words of this eve¬ 
ning’s prayer, “the day is setting, the sun of our life is 
declining, and we come before Thy heavenly gates.” And 
whenever the day of life is declining, and whenever the sun of 
prosperity is setting, then, 0 Omnipresent, bestow on us con¬ 
sciousness in the last hour, endow us with strength to close 
the day, as we close this sacred day of atonement. Confer 
upon us the power to acknowledge “ that the Lord is The 
Eternal, the Almighty, He is Justice, He is Mercy.” En¬ 
dow us with vigour to proclaim before we breathe the last 
breath of life, Thy glory and Thy majesty, as we proclaim 
it this evening; to exclaim—as at this moment all 
Israel does, in whatever country they may be scattered. 
“Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.” 
Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING n»!D. 

FOR THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES. 


Omnipotent God! whose wisdom and goodness every 
season of the year proclaims, consecrate within us on this 
day of Tabernacles the emotions of gladness, which the de¬ 
lightful enjoyment of the rich and bountiful gifts of Nature 
awaken in our souls. Whatever physical good we could 
only hope and wish for in the days of the swiftly fled Spring 
—affluence for the present, and plentiful blessing for the 
future—the powerful Summer and the mild Autumn have 
bestowed upon us in full measure, and thus elevated 
our mind to sublime reflection. Yea, Father of the Uni¬ 
verse, even the Autumn is a proclaimer of Thy divinity; 
even the Autumn preaches to us Thy providence for all 
living creatures, reminds us of a higher destination, points 
through the example of dying Nature, to the perishable¬ 
ness and decay of all that is earthly. Where is now the 
refreshing verdure which but recently adorned the lawns and 
meadows 1 Where are the variegated flowers, the balmy 
fragrance of which but shortly revived since thousands of 
Thy creatures ?—None of these are to be found any more— 
all have returned to their dust. Equally perishable and 
decaying is all earthly happiness which smiles on man to 
day, and forsakes him to morrow. 0 what an important 
and eloquent appeal is this to us, never to overrate earthly 
treasures, never to prefer worldly possessions to those which 
are infinite and everlasting. 
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And, however numerous and convincing are the proofs of 
the perishableness of all earthly possessions, urged upon 
us by the Autumn, it is, at the same time, like every other 
change in Nature—a clear and irrefutable token of Thy 
omnipotence and all-goodness. Tea, Eternal! it is Thy 
hand which has bared the shadowing woods and the volup¬ 
tuous fields and meadows of their beautiful ornaments, but 
not ere the same bountiful hand had first blessed us with 
plenty, and satisfied our wants. For not only the playful 
delight of the eye, but also the enjoyment of useful fruit was 
the production of Thy nature. Everything greened, in order 
to blossom—blossomed, in order to ripen—ripened, in order to 
provide nourishment and strength for millions of creatures. 
May the destructive Winter annihilate their decayed re¬ 
mains ; they have performed their vocation, and fulfilled the 
purposes of their Divine Creator. 

To what important reflections on ourselves, and to what 
useful examination of our being, must not these processes 
in Nature lead us! Within ourselves, also, a union of 
powers exists, which keep our mind in constant motion— 
our will in uninterrupted activity. We also bloom phy¬ 
sically and mentally, to mature in the Autumn of life for 
this and a future world. Did we have the destruction 
before our eyes, previous to every action of ours, which 
every tree, every leaf, oalls to our mind 1 or have we, through 
diligence and energy, become that which our natural abilities 
and capacities enable us to be 1 Or have we allowed our 
powers to slumber, instead of developing and exercising 
them 1 Or have we, by our vices, become destroyers of the 
peace and happiness of our fellow creatures, which, accor- 






ding to the benevolent purposes of Thy creation we were 
destined to promote 1 With what emotions must we then 
look upon the autumnal tree, which, at least afford 
shade to the weary wanderer, and receive the birds of 
heaven under its branches; whilst we, instead of comforting 
the sufferer and protecting the oppressed, have been their 
opponents'? With what self-reproach must we not look 
down upon the withering plant which has, at all events, 
done all that it could and should do; whilst we, instead 
of proceeding in the path of perfection, for which we were 
destined, have sunk back deeply in the slavery of sin and in 
the bondage of vice. 

0, Inexhaustible Source of Wisdom and Virtue ! grant 
that the Feast of Tabernacles and the Festival of the Har¬ 
vest, which we celebrate this day, may awaken within me 
these and similar pious reflections; that they may always 
direct my attention to thy infinite wisdom and goodness, 
when I contemplate the nature of the changes in creation ; 
in order that even when it be Thy will that the happy pros¬ 
pects into flowery valleys shall fade, the sweet and re¬ 
freshing hope of Thy speedy salvation may not depart from 
me. Amen. 


PRAYER FOR THE SEVENTH DAY OF 
TABERNACLES mi myznn 

t 


0 Lord, abundant in goodness and truth! Animated 
with pious reflections, urged by Thy commandment to 
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celebrate this Festival, I venture to approach Thee this 
day which according to custom in Israel is distinguished by 
sacred observances tending to impress us with our nothing¬ 
ness and our humbleness, like unto the willow’ of the 
brook, a symbol of plaintiveness, tears, and suffering. For 
w’hat is our life, what is our strength, and what is our 
virtue? We ourselves have as little merit as that willow of 
the brook, which has neither taste, nor flavour, nor 
fragrance. Be it then a token of deep humility, to guard us 
against over-rating our powers, and over-valuing our merits. 
Be this willow a warning to us not to grow over-bearing 
and haughty in prosperity, not to become proud and vain in 
affluence; not to boast of our piety, not to land ourselves 
for our religious observances; nor to be intoxicated with joy 
during these Festivals, but to allow the injunction of the 
Psalmist, “serve the Lord in fear and rejoice in trembling.” 
Grant, therefore, 0 Lord, that our attention during our 
Service may not be distracted by worldly affairs, that our 
devotions may not be disturbed, that our mind be not divided 
between the worship of Thee and that of worldly matters. 
Grant that in our rejoicing on these Festivals at the good¬ 
ness Thou hast bestowed upon us, we may tremble also at 
the punishment which awaits us, if we abuse Thy kindness 
and forbearance. Strengthen us, Omnipotent Father, to 
combine this joy and fear, so that we may not be haughty 
in prosperity, nor faint-hearted in adversity. But that we 
may be able to attain the golden medium, in order to walk 
straightly and uprightly in Thy ways towards the goal of 
life, so that we may merit the blessing of again celebrating 
this Festival with that joy and praise to Thee as our ances- 
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tors did in the times of Thy glorious Temple in Thy holy 
City. Amen. 


PRAYER FOR THE EIGHTH DAY OF 
TABERNACLES, THE DAY OF SOLEMN 
ASSEMBLY iy«y W 


Eternal ! Creator of the Universe, in Thy wisdom and in 
Thy goodness Thou hast ordained the celebration of this 
closing Festival at a time when the rich blessings of nature 
are brought home from the field of plenty. This Festival, 
especially devoted to joyfulness is to remind us at the same 
time of the overwhelming benefits, which Thou graciously 
conferrest upon us every day and every moment. 
Truly from the Omnipotent come all things that we 
have, which rejoice and quicken us.” “ How great and how 
many are thy works, O Lord, all of them hast T ou 
ordained in wisdom, the earth is full of Thy possessions. 
Thy paternal and saving hand warded off all danger from 
our fields; whilst divine blessing and gladness, joy and 
delight flowed down upon us in mild streams. Never, O 
Lord, let me forget Thy goodness; let the remembrance 
thereof ever encourage me to benevolence and kin ness 
towards my fellow men, so that I may cause the poor and 
the needy, the widow and the orphan, and the stranger in 
the gates, also to rejoice on the Festival days. 

I likewise beseech Thee, 0 Lord, that the present season 
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of the year may serve me as a picture of my own life, and 
rouse within me feelings of humility and devotion. The 
splendour and attraction of the earth is gradually vanishing, 
and the whole creation appears to wrap itself in gloom and 
mourning. The human mind alone is conscious of its 
superiority above the cold and inanimate creation. The 
soul, a spark of Thy Divine Spirit, is above decay and 
perishableness ; therefore, all-wise Creator, assist me that I 
may never neglect my higher vocation. May this weak 
perishable body ever remind me of my higher destination, 
for which my earthly existence is but a preparation. 
Fortify me, all-kind Father, that I may by virtue and up¬ 
rightness, and tli,e faithful performance of all my sacred 
duties render myself deserving of life eternal. Let Thy 
Laws be my guide, Thy precepts be my standard, and Thy 
instructions be my advisers, and I shall with confidence 
look for Thy favour and gracioijsness, and for our restora¬ 
tion to the Holy land. Amen. 


PRAYER FOR DEPARTED SOULS. 

niDPD mam 


Mild and congenial as the remembrance of past hap¬ 
piness, animating and elevating as is the memory of the 
vanished glory of nature, so are our meditations on departed 
pious souls. We yet remember the good path in which 
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they walked, and thus the virtue of parents descends to 
their children, the wife bereaved of her husband, acts in the 
spirit of her late partner in life 1 the piety of the father is 
preserved in those whom he guided by good example in 
the fear of God; and the deceased friend is even in yonder 
life the guardian angel of the friend he left behind. 0> 
may our minds in this hour, which is devoted to the memory 
of our dear friends and relatives departed, become penetrated 
with the recollection of the righteous lives of our ancestors, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, who rest with Thee, 0 Lord ! 
as also the virtuous life of my deceased (parents, grand¬ 
parents, husband,) so that my walk of life be acceptable 
unto Thee, and that their noble spirit continue to live within 
me. And when my ashes shall be gathered to those 
of my fathers in the silent grave, may my memory also 
continue to live as a blessing. May my spirit gather 
strength from the remembrance of the noble-minded 
deceased, to walk in their path; to find peace of con¬ 
science through fidelity in the hour of trial, through 
courage in suffering; to suppress the most ardent desires, 
when duty requires it. And when I shall once enter the 
field of the departed, leaving the rough road of this life 
behind me, then may my virtues be my conducting angels; 
and become a perpetual estate and inheritance, which, as we 
are taught by our sages, will remain imperishable to eternity. 
Verily, Father of all! whoever dedicates his life unto Thee, 
whoever walks in the path of virtue towards the land of the 
immortal, whoever distinguishes his earthly career by charity 
and benevolence, will follow joyfully from the misty dawn 
of earthly life to the morning of eternity, when Thou all- 








42 


just God, beckonest him to complete his course. Whoever 
has lived virtuously may meet death as a friend, as it will 
but summon him to the harvest of his good deeds; it is to 
him what sleep is to the weary pilgrim, what liberty is to 
the slave what the glad awakening is to the troubled 
dreamer. Here truth has to struggle with superstition; here 
light has to combat darkness; here I stand under the in¬ 
fluence of the world without; but there—in the fields of the 
pure exercise of virtue—there is nothing but truth and light; 
for with Thee only, 0 Father, there is truth, with Thee only 
there is the pure light. 

Grant, 0 Lord, that I may appreciate and exercise the 
great domestic virtues: fidelity and chastity as did our 
departed mothers, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, whose 
memory be mentioned this day for a blessing. Bless me, as 
Thou didst the pious Hannah, with resignation and forbear¬ 
ance ; in order that I may comfort myself, even when many 
joys of life flee away, with the reflection of the sages 

tsv aoS toonn vain no bs 

" Whatever the Lord doeth, is for our good.” If in Thy 
impenetrable justice Thou deprivest me of a precious gift, 
of a dear friend or relative, I will unshaken and full of con. 
fidence exclaim oblp nyi nnpo yilDO " DIP ’H' hp"> * * 

“ The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be 
the name of the Lord”—from henceforth until evermore. 
Amen. 
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MEDITATIONS ON IMMORTALITY. 


When the morning dawns, breaking through its beau¬ 
teous cover; when with the commencement of Spring the 
herbs, flowers, and grass, which were deadened by the rough 
hand of winter, are newly revived; when, in the bright 
night, a choir of dazzling stars, beckon down from yonder 
immense heights: thou do I feel that man, whom Thou hast 
elevated above all things on earth, whose flight of mind oft’ 
strives upward to the higher constellations, who bears Thy 
impress —** truth,” and who aspires to follow Thee, Hea¬ 
venly Creator, is destined to immortality. If the flower 
withers in the blast of the storm, if it be prostrated even by 
the fierce wind of the north, yet when the soft breezes of the 
Spring are once waving, its portion is to blossom again; 
and should the sacred blossoms of mankind, in whom the 
godly spark glows, be exposed to decay, to entire annihil¬ 
ation, after having completed their earthly pilgrimage 1— 
No! when this weary frame slumbers, when we are recalled 
from hence by Thee, All-merciful, then only dawns for our 
spirit the sun of a loftier and better life, then only shall we 
enjoy the purest and sublimest bliss, which cannot be ob¬ 
tained here on earth. 

0 Lord, TIlou who didst vouchsafe the revival of the dead, 
grant that the hope of immortality may never leave me; 
when sorrow and grief press me down, may that hope ever 
be my comforter, and guide me into the land of eternal 
peace and life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYER FOR THE FEAST OF DEDICATION. 

roiDn 


“ I will extol Tliee, 0 Lord! for thou hast drawn me 
out of the depths.” I will sing praises unto Thee, and 
proclaim Thy holy name. Thy anger is but for a moment, 
but Thy pleasure endureth through our lifetime. This day 
reminds me of those sacred truths expressed by the inspired 
psalmist. This day is a festival of victory, a day to celebrate 
the dedication of Thy holy temple. Two great gifts hast 
thou bestowed on us, RELIGION and liberty. Their liberty 
our ancestors had been cruelly robbed of by the Syrian 
king, Antiochus, and then they were to be deprived of their 
remaining good—religion. For, with sword in hand, the 
tyrant would compel to idolatry and paganism those who 
adored the Only and Living God, that race whose boast and 
glory it was to have been the first worshippers of one and the 
only God. His presumptuous hand dared to place on the 
altar of the Eternal a perishable idoL But there lived at 
that time, also, men who despised a life of irreligiousness 
and slavery; men whose hearts glowed with the ardour of 
faith and freedom, who for their God and truth would 
sacrifice their all , and who like their ancestor, Moses, cried 
“ who is on the Lord’s side, let him come unto mewhose 
colours bore the memorable words, ** 'O 

“ Who is like unto Thee, 0 Lord, among the gods?” 

Mattathias and his sons of priestly descent—their names 
will never be obliterated from the book of immortal life— 

C' % ^ 
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encouraged the people to battle for light in the midst of 
darkness. And many noble souls, worthy of the name of 
Israel, were found to rally round the standard of UNITY ; to 
risk the body for the spirit; to sacrifice time to gain 
eternity ! and, indeed, the prize was worthy of the struggle. 
The ancient Temple Service was restored to its full dignity 
and solemnity; the Temple of the Lord was cleared from all 
pagan impurities, the altar was again dedicated to the pure 
worship of the only God, the miraculously preserved oil 
burnt clear and bright; and its light reminded them of the 
heavenly brightness of truth and unalloyed religion, the light 
that will never be extinguished. 

Almighty Creator! May the observance of lighting 
the candles during these eight days in Commemoration of 
the Miracles which Thou hast wrought for our ancestors on 
those days, at this time, afford to our hearts the light of 
peace, and comfort in the hope that there will always be 
found noble souls in Israel to promote good disinterestedly, 
even at the sacrifice of their own advantages; that there will 
ever be found in the House of Jacob enlightened men; 
that there will always be found women in Israel like Judith 
who risked her life for her city; mothers, like that mother— 
Hannah—who rather saw her seven children slain than they 
should bow before heathen gods. Omniscient Father, let us 
never lack great minds to peril their lives for righteousness 
and Freedom, for their fellow-creatures and for their Father- 
land ; let us never lack men of vigour who esteem their 
sacred duties higher than the alluring enjoyments of 
transient pleasures; let us never lack men of knowledge 
and learning who fearlessly propound the truth and instruct 
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mankind. Fortify our spirit and our heart, that we may 
remain faithful unto Thee under all circumstances of life, 
that in all vicissitudes of this stormy voyage we may cling 
to Thee, the God of Truth: So that we may live to dedicate 
again the Temple to Thy holy name in the days of Thy 
Messiah. Amen. 


PRAYER FOR THE FEAST OF PURIM. 

oniB 


“ Thou most holy one ! Thou that inhabitest the praises 
of Israel; our fathers trusted in Thee; they trusted, and 
Thou didst deliver them. They cried unto Thee, and were 
delivered; they trusted in Thee and were not confounded/ 7 
Yea, all kind Father, whoever trusts in Thee will never be 
put to shame. How wondrous are the measures of Thy 
providence! Thou inflictest wounds, but not ere Thou hast 
prepared their remedy. Thus on this day, is the redemp¬ 
tion of our people through Mordecai and Esther, recalled to 
our mind. On account of his faith was Mordecai persecuted; 
because he disdained to pay that homage to a mortal which 
is due to the Immortal only. Measures were already taken 
to uproot the people of Israel from the earth, but this very 
Mordecai, who, in accordance with the wise maxim, “Fear 
the Lord and the king, and meddle not with them that are 
given to change,” had saved the king’s life, had pre¬ 
pared the means of saving his people. Worthy of his 
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faithful guardianship was his ward Esther, who—a queen— 
obeyed her guardian in the royal palace, as she was wont 
to obey him when a child, and when Mordecai in his 
memorable message, addressed to her the words “ and who 
knoweth but that thou art come to the kingdom for such a 
time as this,” she risked her life for the salvation of her 
people. 

0, let us, also, all-merciful God, never forget our voca¬ 
tion, and strengthen our will to further the well-being of 
our fellow-creatures, even at the cost of sacrificing some of 
our dearest interests. “ Be not far from us when trouble is 
near, when there is none to help; for Thou dost not despise 
nor abhor the affliction of the afflicted; nor dost Thou hide 
Thy face from him ; but when he crieth unto Thee Thou 
hearest.” When Thy wisdom visits our sins whli punish¬ 
ment, let us not lack the courage afforded by confidence in 
Thee. But let us not grow over-bearing nor presumptuous 
because of our own strength ; let us, like unto Esther, begin 
our attempts at rescue with prayer unto the Hearer of 
prayer, and this will stand by us in the hour of danger. 
The enemies who prosecute us without a cause will then be 
entangled in their own nets, and be confounded as was the 
crafty and ambitious Haman. And if we are thus saved, 
then, 0, then! let us not forget the fountain of our salvation, 
but let us rejoice in Thee, sing praises unto Thee, cele¬ 
brate feasts of gratitude unto Thee, and resolve to perform 
Thy will. Let us remember that the offerings most 
acceptable unto Thee are those which we bring to the poor 
and needy, as was ordained in the time of Esther, “that 
the days whereon the Jews rested from their enemies, and 








48 


the month which was turned unto them from sorrow to joy, 
and from mourning into a good day: that they should make 
them days of feasting and joy, and of sending portions one 
to another, and gifts to the poor” Thanksgiving and 
praise, cheering ourselves and cheering others, rejoicing and 
causing others to rejoice—let such be the character of our 
feasts and festivals, so that whilst the body feasts, the soul 
also enjoys that mental festivity which can be enjoyed 
through faith and confidence in Thee, the salvation of our 
soul. Amen. 


PRAYER ON THE NINTH DAY OF AB Uto rwm 

THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM. 


Judge of all the world; Thou art truth and justice, and so 
are Thy judgments upon the children of men. This day 
is a day of Mourning, a day of painful remembrances. For 
what human mind is capable of conceiving the sublime hap¬ 
piness of a people living in a faithful country, free and 
independent; what person who has ever read of the magni¬ 
ficence of the Holy Temple at Jerusalem with its glorious 
Service, elevating the heart and exalting the mind;—what 
Israelite can remain unmoved this day by the recollection 
of the destruction of all this splendour and Glory ? 
Must not his heart be overwhelmed with deep sorrow and 
sadness? But “Jerusalem has grievously sinned, there¬ 
fore she is removed.” The prophet further says: “She 






49 


remembered not her last end, therefore she came down 
wonderfully.” Such, 0 Lord, is the weakness of sinful 
man. He forgets his high calling, in the intoxication of 
pride and haughtiness, he becomes a slave to his passions 
and to wioked men; and thus renders himself unworthy of 
the providential care of an all-kind and loving Father. 
Through the sin of our ancestors, this day, the ninth of the 
5th month has become a day of mourning for Israel and a 
day of amazement to all nations who knew the high position 
of Judah. They exclaim with astonishment “Wherefore 
hath the Lord done thus unto this land 1 what meaneth the 
heat of his great anger 1 ” And they will reply, as we 
must do “ Because they have forsaken the convenant of the 
Lord God of their fathers which He made with them, when 
He brought them forth out of the land of Egypt.” At 
their departure from Egypt they already sinned by distrust 
in His Divine promises, and thus has this day been dis¬ 
tinguished by misfortunes. On this day it was decreed by 
Thee, God of justice, against the whole generation that 
came from Egypt that they should not see the land of 
promise. On this day was destroyed the First, and, alas, on 
this day was destroyed the Second Temple, and on this day 
the great and celebrated city of Bether fell into the hand of 
the enemy. And so horrible a slaughter of the inhabitants 
of this populous city took place, that they could not finish 

burying the dead until the 15 th of Ab! 

Thus then was fulfilled the prophecy “ Zion shall be 
ploughed like a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps and 
the mountain of the house as the high place of a forest.” 
But there has also been fulfilled the consoling promise 
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through Thy servant Moses “ And yet for all that when 
they be in the land of their enemies, I will not cast them 
away, neither will I abhor them to destroy them utterly and 
to break my covenant with them, for I am the Lord their 
God.” 

Mayest Thou, Ruler of all fates who determineth the 
events of the future, grant that we may have peace and 
happiness whilst we are here, and that we may be soon 
restored to the Holy land, which is the centre of all that is 
glorious and ennobling for our nation, the goal of all our 
hopes for the fulfilment of all Thy prophecies. “ May the 
Redeemer soon come unto Zion. Turn us unto Thee, 
O Lord, and we shall be turned; renew our days as of old.” 
Amen. 


OCCASIONAL PRAYERS. 


ON A BIRTHDAY. 


Pure as the odour of flowers my thanks arise unto thee, 
0 Lord, enthroned on high, on this morning on which I 
received my life from thee. In thousands of streams thy good¬ 
ness flowed unto me; from my being unto this day I 
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enjoyed thy paternal grace and truth; when sorrow and 
grief encompassed me, thy assistance was near, when I 
sank into pain and sickness, and cried, 0 Lord support and 
help me, thou lendedst me Thy paternal arm, and I was 
saved; when I tottered in the path of piety, and with a con¬ 
trite spirit implored forgiveness of thee, thou heardst my sup¬ 
plication, and wast gracious unto me, For these and other 
inexpressible benefits, as well as for the troubles, through 
which thou sometimes triedst me, in order to further my 
spiritual weal, my soul sings praises unto thee this day. 

O may thy love also strengthen me in future, thy grace 
rejoioe me in order that I, may in a worthy manner—con¬ 
secrate my whole life unto Thee. Guide me in times of 
prosperity, and lend me fortitude in sorrowful days. Give 
me strength to practice to its full extent Thy command¬ 
ment : “ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyselflet me 
find my happiness in the fulfilment of my sacred duties, and 
in my obedience, so that 1 may at all times enjoy Thy 
favour and the good-will of men. Amen. 


PRAYER FOR PARENTS. 


What on the face of the globe can be likened unto the 
fidelity of a father and the tender love of a mother 1 They 
who led me into the world through the gate of life ; they 
who joyfully offered numberless sacrifices for my welfare; 










52 


they, who carefully sowed the heavenly seed of every human 
virtue in the tender soul of the child ; they, who unremit¬ 
tingly sought to promote the happiness of my life from my 
birth—0 God, let them enjoy happy and joyful days. 
0 Father, let the names of them both stand long in the 
book of life. If in the black clouds of the storm a dark 
fate draws near, O keep it off from them, and preserve 
them from pain and affliction. If an arrow of disaster 
threatens to fly to that heart, under which I felt the first 
pulsation of life : 0 Lord, arrest it and ward it off. 

With no earthly good am I able to requite the tender 
love of the faithful father and affectionate mother; there¬ 
fore reward Thou them, all-kind Father, with Thy blessing, 
reward them with tranquillity of mind, with concord and 
contentment, with health and cheerfulness, and sustain them 
long, even long yet in this life of pilgrimage. Amen. 


PRAYFRS PREVIOUS TO INITIATION ON ■ 
ATTAINING THE AGE OF TWELVE. 


Creator in Heaven 1 Thou who art the father of all men, 
look down from Thy holy dwelling on High upon me, Thy 
faithful child, I am now ready publicly to acknowledge Thy 
unity and Thy Providence, to make a voluntary and a solemn 
vow, continually to observe and to practice Thy law re¬ 
vealed through Moses, and to swear everlasting fidelity to the 
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faith of my ancestors. I Pray Thee, be Thou also my father, 
and receive me as Thy child. Have indulgence with my 
foibles, and preserve me from every failing. Should I 
stumble through the allurement to sin, help me with Thy 
affectionate hand, and forgive my levity. Lend me Thy 
spirit, to strengthen me in the dangers of youth and comfort 
me in sorrow. Let me guided by noble principles, consider 
above all how to live according to Thy will, and to become 
still more perfect. Let me never be in want of noble- 
minded friends and supporters. Crown my undertakings 
with Thy paternal blessing, support me in the discharge of 
my duties as a daughter, sister and friend; and assist me 
like a father in the exercise of all that is good. When the 
hour arrives, in which I shall have to depart from this life 
of preparation, and enter the true fatherland; 0 fortify me 
by faith in Thee and Thy prophets, and let me richly feel the 
comfort which I may have prepared for myself through a 
pious course, so that I may tranquilly repose in sleep, like 
our pious mothers, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, and 
arrive yonder, where the palm of reward is waving for the 
virtuous. Amen. 


PRAYER ON BECOMING RESPONSIBLE AS TO 
RELIGIOUS DUTIES. 


Thanks to Thee, heavenly father, for the enjoyment of 
delight, for the telicitous emotion which my entry into 
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Thy holy covenant renders unto me. Thanks for every 
pious feeling, which this solemn epoch excites within my 
soul, for the courage and the confidence with which I shall 
now commence my more serious course of life. I am fully 
conscious, that the lofty sentiments which animate me this 
day, will not be lasting, unless I supplicate Thee, all- 
just Father, that Thou mayest preserve within me as many 
of these sentiments as are necessary, to keep me far away 
from the path of sinfulness, and to stimulate me to the per¬ 
formance of all that is good. 0 cause the salutary impres¬ 
sions of this day to preponderate over allurements to 
evil, cause the pious emotions that move my heart, to guide 
me into the new relations for life, in which I shall have to 
enter; cause the power of faith to keep me erect even 
under the heavy burdens of life: 

Holy resolves are the sacrifice, which my gratitude offers 
unto Thee in this hour so sacred unto me; cause, 0 Lord, 
that I may continue to be mindful of them, that the per¬ 
ception of their holiness may not perish within me, so that 
the strength required for their fulfilment may never fail me. 

• I will renew them with the rise of every morning, and at 
the close of every evening will I conscientiously test by them 
my disposition and my actions. May Thy spirit remain 
within me, and enable my good will to accomplish its purpose. 
Amen. 
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PRAYER ON THE DAY OF BETROTHAL. 


All-merciful Father ! • God of Love! Thou hast 
created for the soul another soul to sympathise with it, for 
the heart another heart to beat similar to it. 0, grant that 
I may have chosen a loving, noble being, which among 
millions has been created for me, and which can render me 
truly happy. Bless my choice, 0, Father, so that there may 
proceed from the union of our hearts and minds joys without 
number. Bless us with Thy love, without which our days 
would pass away in deep melancholy. May the heart of 
him, whom I have chosen for my partner in life, beat 
with love of truth and virtue, and cling to them with all 
intensity. Pour out, All-loving Father, the fulness of Thy 
mercy over his head, keep him free from the deceptions of pre¬ 
tended friends, remove him from everything which could 
deprive him of a felicitous eternity by a dangerous though 
sweet enjoyment; grant him sober reflection in hours ol joy, 
fortitude and resignation in time of trouble. 0 That the 
spirit of true love may animate him, for only such love it is, 
that renders us charitable and great, humble and courageous ! 
It is such love only that beautifies the prospect of those 
fields, whither all Thy creatures will have to travel to attain 
salvation and higher felicity. Amen. 
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ON THE DAY OF MARRIAGE PREVIOUS TO 
THE NUPTIAL CEREMONY. 


Creator in Heaven ! I shall soon approach Thee at the 
side of my companion in life, whom Thou from the fulness 
of Thy grace and truth hath bestowed upon me ; soon will 
be pronounced the sentence which will closely interweave 
me with the fate of that being; be it therefore Thy will, 0 
Father, that no power on earth loosen our band. Grant, 
that I may joyfully endure the sacred ties of matrimony; 
grant us mild temperament, tenderness and fidelity; grant 
that I divide my heart without reserve with my betrothed, 
and that after Thee, I may love him most. May pure 
domestic virtue flourish in our union; may no evil voice of 
dissent cloud our concord, and to peace only be our house 
consecrated. And shouldst Thou, all-kind Father deign to 
bless this alliance with hopeful off-spring, then grant also the 
warmest prayer of parents for the education of their children in 
the fear of God, and to rear them in the performance of every 
virtue. Once more I implore Thee gracious God tor the 
best blessing of Thy goodness, direct us to happiness by the 
beacon of union and love; keep all adversity from our 
dwelling, forgive our transgressions, so that this holy 
covenant may be free from sin and that Thou mayest crown 
it with Thy blessing. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF A WIFE FOR HER HUSBAND. 


With soft emotions my soul soars up to Thee, Creator and 
Ruler of the world! By indissoluble bands hast Thou 
united me in marriage with my beloved husband, accept 
then for Thy grace and goodness the most fervent though 
humble thanks coming from a deeply moved soul. Cause, O 
Father, that the hours of his life may flow agreeably; 
strengthen him, that he may never grow weary in the 
struggle for good; that he may by unremitting and undis¬ 
turbed industry make provision for his wife and children. 
Exhort him when temptation allures him to stray from 
the path of Thy paternal grace; protect him from the vile 
machinations of the evil disposed, lest they draw him into 
the webs of their vicious circle, (jrant him patience and 
forbearance with my womanly weakness, so that his love 
may never yield to anger and strife ; may there ever dwell 
within us the spirit of wisdom and virtue, of industry and 
of joyous zeal, of discipline and order, of forbearance and 
benevolence, of piety and morality, of harmony and confi¬ 
dence. O, eternal God of hosts ! be with him in all his 
ways, bless him in his going out and in his coming in, bless 
all his undertakings from this day and evermore. Amen. 
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PRAYER RPEYIOUS TO CONFINEMENT. 


' 33 P " '33V Answer me, 0 eternal, answer me in this 
anxious hour, in the hour where joy and pain are border¬ 
ing so near each other. Incline Thine ear unto me, 0 
Father, and listen to the fervent prayer of Thy handmaid, 
grant, that the birth of my child be not afflictive; shorten 
the pain, the anguish and anxiety, that now approach 
me ; cause Thy assistance to uphold me in the hour of 
danger, and remember not the multitude of my sins. Turn 
my pains into joy by the delightful sight of a living, well- 
formed and healthy babe, whose heart may be at all times 
dedicated to Thee. Bless me, as Thou didst bless the 
pious Hannah, with such a child, of which I may also 
exclaim with joy: 'JlSSon mn “iy3n “ For this 

child have I prayed ! ” Amen. 


DOMESTIC PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
AFTER CONFINEMENT. 


With a deeply affected heart I bring to Thee, 0 Father 
the thank-offering of my lips for the paternal kindness, 
which Thou hast shown to me before and since my confine¬ 
ment. Thanks to Thee for this new-born member of Thy 
creation, for this child, through which the world has grown 
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to me much dearer and more beautiful. Bless, All-merciful 
God this tender creature, ere yet the spirit of evil gains 
mastery over it; ere the bud is developed, ere from the 
tender germ a world unfolds itself within the child’s heart, 
cause a ray from the fulness of the light of Thy goodness to 
penetrate its soul, that it may soon learn to distinguish the 
good from the evil, to love the former and hate the latter. 
Bless it with obedience to its parents, as Thou didst bless 
our father Isaac ; cause virtue to illumine the dark road of 
its life, then my motherly care will be richly compensated, 
and my inward wishes will be realized. Amen. 


PRAYER AND THANKSGIVING, ON GOING TO THE 
SYNAGOGUE FOR THE FIRST TIME AFTER CON¬ 
FINEMENT. 


ON ENTERING THE SYNAGOGUE. 

Trusting to Thy abundant mercy, 0 God, I enter thy 
house; in reverence of Thee do I bow down before Thy 
holy temple! 

Blessed are thou, 0 Lord, our God, King of the universe, 
who dispenseth mercy even to the guilty, and hast be¬ 
stowed much kindness on me. 

The Hearers respond: 

May he who hath bestowed much upon thee, ever 
continue to dispense all good unto thee. 
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PRAYER. 

0 Lord, my God, the God of my ancestors, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob ; O King, replete in mercy and kindness, 
who dwellest on high, and extendest Thy providential care to 
all on earth ; Thou who doest condescend to listen to the 
prayers and supplications of those who are truly devout 1 

0 deign to look down on thine handmaid, who presumes to 
tread the floor of Thy holy edifice with the humble offering 
— Gratitude. 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, who searcheth into the most 
secret purposes, and anticipated the thought, ere the 
tongue gives utterance to the word ! (O, thou who abideth 

in eternity! how greatly do I rejoice in the offspring to 
which I have given birth!) Thus prostrate, and with 
bended knees will I resound Thy praises, and with heart-felt 
veneration confess and proclaim Thy beneficence towards 
me, while tears of gratitude flow down these joyous cheeks, 
when I reflect and contemplate on the great salvation Thou 
hast afforded me, for from Thee alone came my help! 

In my agonies Thou didst relieve me, and wast gracious 
unto me; unto Thee did I cry, and Thou didst save me; 
when I laid me down, and when I arose again, Thou 
wast my only support; by Thy aid alone were all my 
sufferings alleviated ! My heart rejoices in Thee, 0, Lord, 
my soul is exalted in songs and praises to Thee, O my God. 

Vouchsafe, 0 heavenly Father, most Holy God to 
accept my orisons, as though they were a sacrifice offered 
up in Thy Holy temple. 


* In the absence of Offspring this sentence is omitted* 
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O Thou most Merciful and Gracious God ! had our holy 
temple been yet in existence, I should, on this occasion, have 
brought for my oblation of purification, a lamb for a burnt- 
offering; and one young pigeon or a turtle-dove, as a sin- 
offering ; although it was not the blood of the victim that 
was most pleasing to Thee, but a contrite spirit and a 
broken heart; for such only are gratifying to Thee, O God. 

Who is able to comprehend Thy omnipotence ? Even the 
celestial beings cannot attain the height of Thy glory; how 
much less finite and erring mortals ! How then shall feeble 
woman presume to approach Thee but in silent adoration ! 

O may my soul be inspired to sing Thy praises as were 
Miriam and Deborah, the holy prophetesses who chaunted 
in sweet strains to Thy glory. 

Deign, I pray Thee, O thou Most High, to receive my 
prayer as Thou didst that of Hannah in thy tabernacle at 
Shiloh. 

May we behold our tender progeny appearing in this 
place as I now do, pouring fourth the effusions of grateful 
souls, in praise of Thy holy name, 0 God, and in thanks for 
Thy abundant goodness. May such religious sentiments be 
ever implanted in their minds, and may they be induced con¬ 
stantly to adore and glorify Thy name to eternity. May all 
parents and their children unite with me in singing praises 
to God while life endureth, and may we behold speedily in 
our days, the rebuilding of the sanctuary of God. Amen. 
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PRAYER ON THE DAY OF CIRCUMCISION. 


Almighty ! from love and compassion Thou madest a 
solemn and powerful covenant of grace, with Abraham and 
his descendants unto times everlasting by Thy precept of 
Circumcision. Mindful of this holy covenant I offer unto Thee 
this tender creature so dear unto me, that it may be received 
by the act of circumcision into the covenant of Thy grace 
and into the covenant of Israel. 0 Father, accept this offer¬ 
ing graciously, and bless this new-born member of the 
world, with thy mercy; bless him with health and 
cheerfulness ; strengthen his mental powers; render his 
heart sensible of Thy revealed law; bless him with love 
of truth and peace ; bless him with humility and modesty ; 
bless him with gentleness and compassion, with prudence 
and resignation. Plant in the tender soil of his breast 
hatred of evil, lest it entice him ; shelter him against 
the temptations of sin. I also will watch him hourly 
with Thy divine aid, and strew words of kindness into 
his heart: in order that those most beautiful plants ; 
“ The fear of God and the love of man” may germi¬ 
nate within him, and which he may cherish carefully, until 
Thou shalt reward him with the crown of everlasting life. 
4men. 
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PRAYER ON THE SABBATH OF NAMING A 
NEW BORN DAUGHTER. 


In a flow of warm tears of gratitude I this day tread the 
steps of Thy house; in grateful raptures at the mercy 
shewn to me during my confinement, and Thy healing grace 
after it, I offer to Thy paternal love my inmost thanks— 
the outpouring of my soul, which may be a substitute for the 
sacrifice of blood, which according to Thy law I was bound 
to offer to Thee, Fountain of Goodness. The mother’s heart 
now prays, that, Thou mayest bless this new-born child, my 
daughter with lasting health ; that may she bloom with joy 
and delight. And when she shall have outgrown the cradle, 
then bless her 0 God with the spirit of light and truth. 
Grant that she may not harbour in her heart any impure 
thoughts, any vain desire, any guilty cravings; and that all 
her powers may be directed to the ennoblement of her mind. 
May she ever entertain a proper sense of chastity; may 
she ever be impressed with that feeling of delicacy and 
propriety so peculiar to our sex. She is yet asleep in calm 
repose, and is not yet awakened by any tempest of life : there¬ 
fore ere the flower is developed, ere the soft heart of the child 
inclines to the alluring strains of evil, bless it, that it may 
soon acknowledge and love Thee. 

Eternal grace ! do not deprive the mother’s breast of this 
presented good, preserve it to me unto remote days, and 
when the redness of sunset on the last evening of my 
life fades away, may she be my comfort. Amen. 
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PRAYER FOR A SICK CHILD. 


Scarcely has this child lovingly smiled upon me, scarcely 
has it recognised me, and its head already inclines to the 
valley of sorrow. 0 Divine compassion, from the lowest 
depths cries unto Thee the mother’s heart penetrated with 
unspeakable suffering; spare, all-kind Father this hardly 
budded flower, spare it, Father of mercy, and do not with¬ 
draw from me this good, the loss of which I should scarcely 
be able to overcome. Send to me, 0 Father, as Thou sendest 
unto the “ Shunamite ” who mourned for her heavily sick 
child, a messenger of help, so that I may not be deprived of 
the precious gift which Thou hast presented me. Didst 
Thou not instruct us through Thy prophet. “ Call upon 
me in the day of trouble, I will deliver Thee, and Thou shalt 
glorify me ! ” And through Thy prophet Isaiah Thou didst 
promise to Thy people of Israel *]jnf *?y *nVi p^X 
by *n:nn “I will pour out my spirit upon Thy 
seed, and my blessing upon Thy offspringextend then 
also this paternal promise to my child, bestow upon it 
health and long life. Yes, O Father, hope whispers to me : 
that Thou only wouldst prove my trust in Thee, Thou hast 
not determined on the death of my child, and after the short 
night, which now overclouds me, many delightful days will 
follow. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF A WIFE FOR A SICK HUSBAND. 


“ From the depths of my heart I 
call upon thee, O Lord!” Dreadful is the darkness in which 
Thou, 0 Father, hast enveloped me through the sickness 
of my dear husband, dreadful is Thy anger, which thou hast 
poured out upon me; heavy is the punishment with which 
Thou hast been pleased to chastise the deeply afflicted wife. 
With a humble, contrite, and trembling heart, I call upon 
Thee from a wounded breast, that Thou mayest yet pre¬ 
serve for me, for a long, long time, the precious blessing 
which in Thy unbounded mercy thou hast given unto me. 

Without rest, without sleep, without soothing nourish¬ 
ment, the night of my trouble sinks down the starry 
heaven: every hour which I gloomily drag along by the sick 
. bed of my husband, grows to me as eternity. Severe 
suffering is the rough guide that leads me to this spot, pros¬ 
trated is now my domestic happiness, darkened is now the 
bright crown of my house. Hear, Thou, 0 God, The Essence 
of compassion, hear my prayer; I will resign and renounce 
all vain glory and ambition, only do not snatch the 
heart from the heart. Yet the hope which the faith of my 
fathers grafted on my heart, speaks to me in a comforting 
voice: have confidence, and endure, what the Lord has 
determined concerning thee! Yea, upon Thy paternal 
mercy I wait, I pant for thy help according to the in¬ 
struction conveyed in Thy holy word: icfi nt2)in 
1J221D' “ He that trusteth in the Lord, mercy shall compass 
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him about.” Yes, Thou wilt assuredly answer me, assuredly 
leave me the most precious good in my possession, assuredly 
relieve me from the grievous suffering which now so heavily 
oppresses me. Restore to him 0, Father, his wonted 
vigour of life, restore him to his sacred duties, so that he 
may long be enabled to labour for his own good and the 
temporal and spiritual well-being of his family. Amen. 


PRAYER IN SICKNESS. 


All-just God! full of confidence in Thy infinite good¬ 
ness, I lift up my soul unto Thee, amidst the sorrows which 
oppress me, and embitter these days to me. May sublime 
salvation grow to me from this trouble; may the calamity 
and tribulation which I now endure, contribute to 
the amendment of my heart. Daily do I experience Thy 
goodness, Thou awakenest within me elevating thoughts, 
and rejoicest me by the relief of my cares at intervals. 
Hear me, Protector of all beings, hear me, and remove for 
ever the sorrows which I now endure with humble resigna¬ 
tion. From the inexhaustible fulness of the stream of Thy 
paternal goodness, pour only a drop of Thy beneficent balm 
upon my head: then shall I be saved from my distress, re¬ 
lieved from pain and torment. I may then confidently hope 
that Thou wilt pardon my offences, and that I shall yet live to 
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see many joyful and happy days; to serve Thee with all my 
might. Amen. 


PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING ON RECOVERING 

FROM SICKNESS. 


Freed from the painful couch of sickness. Thou 0 God 
of kindness, hast again restored me to happy life: 
from the holy cup of Thy salvation I drank recovery in 
abundant measure. Intoxicated with joy I bring unto Thee 
the thank-offering of a heart filled with delight, I praise Thy 
wondrous power, and inspired with renewed ardour of life, 
every beat of my pulse shall thank Thee. Precious pearl 
from the hand of heaven—health—oh precious gem, 
the gift of God ! may I always preserve thee, never forget 
thy high value, and not lavishingly waste or exhaust 
thee, divine present! Every succeeding hour will I 
economically employ for the salvation of my soul; 
I will lay up every moment with interest; I will draw 
advantage from every breath of life, to serve Thee, my 
Creator, with body and soul o'Ptyn "jbo wnS* « nnK Tna 
rrtD Va tiiid D'l'n 1 ?] boun “ Praised be Thou, 0 

Eternal, who deals benevolently with the guilty, and hast 
bestowed upon me every good.” Amen. 
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PRAYER OF AN ORPHAN. 


Heavenly Father! Thy inscrutable justice has willed 
it, that my dear parent* should be taken away from me, and 
that with this loss 1 should be deprived of my greatest hap- 
piness. Alas Father! how heavy and afflicting was this 
punishment for a weak heart, which—now already weighed 
down by intense grief—would lie in the dust, had not the 
religion of my fathers taught me that Thou art called 
D'D'TV 'IK “Father of Orphans,” I am now Thy child, 
Thy heir, Thou wilt be my parent unto eternity, Thou the 
mightiest Father in heaven and earth. Thou wilt hear me 
as often as I call upon Thee, Thou wilt protect me when 
I walk in Thy ways. To Thy paternal hand I now commit 
my spiritual weal. I trust in Thy fatherly love, and ex¬ 
claim with the psalmist rvj' 'H^K " '13 “I'Kl HnK 'D 

“For thou wilt light my lamp: the Lcrd my God will 
enlighten my darkness.” Amen. 


PRAYER OF A MOTHER ON THE GRAVE OF 

HER CHILD. 


Heavenly peace be with thee, spirit of my beloved child! 
With true love have I loved thee: thou wast the delight of 
my eyes and heart. As one looks upon the tender blossom 


* Or Parents, if an orphan of both father and mother. 
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of the young tree, and anxiously awaits its first fruits, so 
did I contemplate thee, saw thee grow, saw thee bloom, 
and thy image filled my heart with the brightest prospects. 
But, alas ! all this lasted but a short time. I saw how the 
young tree dropped its crown, how its promising blossoms 
withered and sank into dust. Scarcely wast thou given to 
me but thou wast taken away from me; but it is the all-kind 
Father who gave thee, it is the all-kind Father who took 
thee; and whether He gives or takes, be His holy name 
blessed. 

We short-sighted children of man cannot survey the 
endless ways of love eternal; our limited understanding 
cannot reach Thy inscrutable wisdom. Ruler in heaven ! 
and Ruler on earth! our confined knowledge cannot dive 
into Thy unfathomable providence. What mortal can pre¬ 
sume to question the wisdom of Thy ways, ever-living God! 
What frail child of the dust dare murmur against the decrees 
of Thy justice—Almighty God! However deeply my heart 
mourns at the loss of thee, my child, it would be a grievous 
sin if I were to allow my sorrow and mourning to degenerate 
into complaint or even murmuring against Him, “whose 
ways are not our ways, and whose thoughts are not our 
thoughts;” and when my mind sinks into melancholy I will 
address it in the words of the psalmist, “Why art thou 
cast down, 0 my soul 1 ? and why art thou disquieted within 
me 1 ? Hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise Him, who 
who is the health of my countenance and my God.” 

But though this resolution to resign myself unto God 
seems firm in my heart, I am conscious of the fragility of 
human resolves, of the unstableness of mortal conduct. I 
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beseech Thee, therefore, Omnipotent God, to support me in 
the carrying out of this intention, to repeat, in the hour of 
affliction, with the prophet, “ This I recall to my mind, 
therefore have I hope; it is of the Lord’s mercies that we 
are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They 
are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.” 

And tnayest thou, departed spirit of my beloved child, 
enjoy that peace and bliss which is reserved for us here¬ 
after, as the inspired psalmist saith, “in Thy presence, 
0 God, only is fulness of joy, at Thy right hand there are 
delights for evermore/’ Amen. 


PRAYER FOR A WIDOW AT THE GRAVE OF 
HER HUSBAND. 


Flow unimpeded ye my tears, unload thyself, 0 sorrowful 
breast! Father! let me weep, let me now, alas, a 
widow, find relief and comfort in Thee. Dead and 
motionless, lies here one who but recently was joined 
to me; from me has departed he who was so truly and 
affectionately attached to me; 0 God, I could wish that 
animation and vitality, were again infused in this corpse, 
that it might rise from the grave, and waking again recog¬ 
uise me, as was granted through Thee in the days of Elisha 
and Ezekiel. All-just God Thou hast ceased pouring out 
upon me the cup of earthly happiness, and Thou makest me 
drink of one filled with wormwood. Give me strength 
0 Father, that I do not sink; grant that the hope of resur- 
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rection may keep me erect. Assist me, 0 God, Thou who art 
the “Judge of the Widows,” and be my staff and my stay. 
And thou dear departed, walk sorrowless in yonder regions 
where no night will follow thy day, and no grief thy joy. 
For an endless joyful union now hopes my mourning heart, 
as the ties which bind sympathising soul to soul, death can¬ 
not sever; yea, I shall meet thee again, as soon as upon my 
night also eternal day shall follow. Amen. 


PRAYER FOR SALVATION IN THE FUTURE 

STATE. 


0 Soul, Heavenly Spirit, given to me by Almighty God! 
not here beneath, not in this weary state of probation, canst 
thou hope to find thy home; this dark, perishable and 
frail cover was not designed for thy eternal habitation; 
no, thou wilt take thy flight into infinity; thou wilt soar 
up to those realms whence thou earnest: Fellow inhabi¬ 
tant of the world of immortality, from the hand of the Eternal 
this house of clay received thee; thou wilt again reach the 
hand of the everlasting God, and enjoy the purest and sub- 
limest felicity in yonder fields of inextinguishable light. 

When the sun shall sink for me on earth, when the 
arduous struggle for life shall be completed, and with it shall 
vanish the delusions of imagination, a new day will dawn 
for me yonder, where no winter follows the beautiful spring: 
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yonder, where I shall again meet the dear ones whom 
death has torn away from me. 

Full of consolation T therefore exclaim with the Psalmist « 

“Thou wilt not leave my soul in the grave; neither wilt Thou 
suffer thine holy one to see corruption. Thou wilt show 
me the path of life : in Thy presence is fulness of joy 
at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” 

Amen. j 


PRAYER FOR RESIGNATION UNDER 

INJURIES. 


0 Soul, why dost thou tremble 1 ? O heart, wherefere 
art thou so much dejected 1 Sadness, why dost thou 
moisten my cheeks 1 Doth not One watch over thee who is 
all-just and all merciful 1 Take courage my heart, and look 
up with faith and confidence to those eternal and serene 
regions, where no arm of misguided zeal, no hand of wicked¬ 
ness reaches to draw the innocent victim into their, nets; 
be great in bearing the injuries thou hast sustained, still 
greater in pardoning them. If ingratitude and malice with 
their chilling hands at times destroy the flowers of joy and 
hope, which so sparingly bloom in the thorny path of life, 
forgive, 0 my soul! forgive as th^ Father on High for- 
giveth thee. Weep not my heart, 0 weep not, if the 
venomous sting of serpent-like calumny deeply wounds 
thee, He who moistens the flower with fresh dew, He who 
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is a loving father unto all, He who is called *13119 

“ the Keeper of IsraelHe will strengthen thee, my 
soul, in every oppression of life, he will lend thee courage 
and strength; He will be “ near unto thee in the time of 
trouble if thou callest upon Him in truth.” Yea, in Thee, 
Father of all I will confide at all times, in joy and in hap¬ 
piness, in sorrow and in distress; whether hours of prosperity 
enliven me, or hours of adversity deject me, let not the rock 
of my faith be shaken. May fear and faint-heartedness 
never overwhelm my mourning soul; though heavy blows 
of fate may extort sighs from the anxious breast, let no 
murmur arise against Thee, All-just God. Should the 
earthly tempest transform everything around me, should it 
change an Eden into a desert, should mankind impute evil 
unto me; should falsehood and hatred be the return of my 
kindness; should even all that I count beautiful and valu¬ 
able, perish and disappear without trace; one thing—one 
thing alone—will nourish my heart with genial comfort ; 
it is Thy eternal love which will ever remember me. Con¬ 
secrate thyself, my spirit, to deserve this eternal love, 
release thyself, with resolution from the bonds of frivolous 
indulgences, and let the indestructibly beautiful be thy only 
goal, and the heaven of thy hopes. Let no tear flow but 
that of joy I In the night of trouble, and in the day of glad¬ 
ness, my heart shall praise Thee, 0 Lord! Whoever puts 
implicit trust in Thee need not fear the arrows of enemies; 
no burthen will weigh him down to the ground; he will 
walk with cheerfulness in the road of his pilgrimage on 
earth; for on the foundation of a rock has he built his 
salvation. Elevated by Thee, my heart will look down 
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with confidence upon earthly troubles, and my soul will 
dare to hope, that all wall be clad with serenity around me. 
Without a murmur I will endure every disaster, only 
endow me, thou universal Dispenser of comfort, with 
strength and perseverance. 

In the tide of fortune or in the gulf of distress, may the 
star of Thy love ever shine upon me. Amen. 


PRATER ON THE GRAVE OF A BROTHER. 


With a deeply moved heart I tread this day towards thy 
grave, 0 my beloved brother—yet inconsolable for the 
heavy loss which thy departure from this world hath en¬ 
tailed upon me. The unchangeable council of the Most 
High has removed thee from my sight in the (bloom of 
youth), (prime of manhood), and the heart which ever pre¬ 
served brotherly love and faithfulness towards me has 
ceased to beat. Alasl when I remember the hours we 
passed together in our paternal home, how thy pious con¬ 
verse exhorted me to all good, how thy wise council extri¬ 
cated me from many troubles, how often I have drawn 
instruction from the rich treasures of thy experience, 
I might dissolve myself in tears at the deprivation of all 
these blessings. The strength of my faith in the immortality 
of the soul can alone give me ease in my grief, for it 
is the perishable cover only which crumbles into dust, but 





thy noble and better self already rests in the shadow of the 
Almighty. 

The good examples which thou gavest me and all around 
thee during life are not lost, they live even now after thy 
death; thou didst not permit the time of thy being on 
earth to be unprofitably spent; thou hast striven to advance 
everything noble and good, and hast exerted thyself to 
regulate thy course according to virtue and the fear of God. 
May the remembrance of thee, my beloved brother, never 
forsake me; may it guard me against Jevity and vanity, 
may it protect me against folly and sin. Thou, who hast 
been the delight of my eyes and the pride of my heart, 
surely thy spirit desireth not that I should abandon 
myself to immoderate sorrow and unbounded grief, to the 
neglect of my other duties; but rather that I should faith¬ 
fully and willingly continue to perform all the obligations 
incumbent upon me. 

May the Holy God of Israel, “who doth not deliver up 
the soul to destruction, nor His pious servants to see corrup¬ 
tion,” not remember those sins, from which no human being 
is free; may he admit thee into the gates of eternal bliss, 
and refresh thee from the stream of never failing joys. 
Amen. 


PRAYER ON THE GRAVE OF A SISTER. 


Lord of the universe, my God, and the God of my 
fathers! at this awful ground, where already tears innumer- 
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able have been shed for dear and beloved dead, where more 
than on any spot the nothingness and perishableness of every¬ 
thing earthly is so powerfully urged upon our minds: here, 
on the tomb of my pious sister, my truest friend, let me 
pour out my heart, All-just Ruler ! Let me beseech Thee 
to strengthen me in my faith, to fortify me in the practice 
of virtue, so that I do not despair in misfortune, not waste 
my health in excessive grief, not dream away my time 
in activity, nor seclude myself from the world. The 
heavier I feel the loss of a sisterly companion from my side, 
full of love and noble-mindedness, the more will I endevour 
to manifest at all times, and in every place, a genuine 
sense of religion. The more I acknowledge that neither 
personal attractions nor the multitude of mundane treasures 
are able to save us, when Thy impenetrable decree, Hea¬ 
venly Father recalls us from the scenes of this life, the 
more will I strive to prepare myself for immortality; thus 
whilst I live I shall feel no horror or fear of death, but 
receive with composure and resignation every fate which 
Thou mayest decree upon me. 

Yet, how unstable and deceptive is the heart of mortals ! 
do not our firmest resolves, our gravest [determinations, our 
longest matured designs dissolve as quickly as a bubble ? 
True, at the present moment, in this mournful place, the 
alluring charms of the outer world can exercise no influence 
upon me. But shall I not become wavering in these pious 
sentiments when I am again in the midst of the living, sur¬ 
rounded by the dazzling show and pomp of life ? Will 
not vanity, eagerness for display and other weaknesses, gain 
power over me 1 Be Thou, 0 Lord, my protector, my 
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refuge, and my stay, in the hour of trial; may, then, be 
present to my mind, the image of her who now reposes in 
the shadow of death, of her whose sisterly love and truth 
warned me of dangers and impiety during her lifetime. 
O, let me with renewed vigour leave this silent abode of 
peace, for the active scenes of life, so that as a useful 
member of society I may serve my fellow creatures. Mayest 
thou, beloved sister, resting in the land of bliss, enjoy 
eternal salvation, whilst I, by the gracious assistance of our 
heavenly Father, will strive to serve Him, whose name be 
blessed to all eternity. Amen. 


MORNING PRAYER. 


All-gracious, All-merciful God ! Thy paternal goodness 
has permitted me to awaken after a refreshing sleep, and 
sent the gladdening rays of morning to revive me anew. 

0, Heavenly Father ! how great is the mercy which 
Thou hast shown unto me. My first emotion is, therefore, 
to thank Thee, from the inmost of my heart, for Thy provi¬ 
dential watchfulness over my life, and for having protected 
me whilst the darkness of night surrounded me. 

How many of my fellow-creatures but yesternight as¬ 
cended the couch in good health and hopes, and yet cannot 
leave it this day, from being bound to it by paius and suffer¬ 
ing 1 How many may have yesternight sank to sleep amidst 
riches and affluence, but who are brought to poverty this 
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morning by sudden disaster. Alas! how many others 
are lanquishing perhaps in the dark gloom of a prison, in 
whioh no friendly ray of joy penetrates. And how large 
may be the number of those who slept last night never to 
awaken any more in this world! 

How thankful ought I therefore to be, heavenly Creator! 
for Thy having warded off every danger from me, for having 
preserved my health and restored me to the arms of my 
relations and friends ! 0, let me ever sustain this feeling of 

gratitude within my heart, so that I may faithfully disoharge 
my religious and domestic duties; that I may meet my 
fellow-6reatures with loving kindness, like as Thou hast 
shown unto me; and that I may ever extol Thee, who causeth 
the sleeper to awake, and who wilt cause those that sleep, 
the sleep of death to awaken to eternal life. Amen. 


NIGHT PRAYER. 


Gone are now the quiet hours of evening; vanished again 
is a day in the stream of time; and the sombre night again 
falls on the earth, enveloping all things in dark shadows. 
Consciousness of Thy benevolence and paternal love is now 
renewed in every reflecting mind. With the loving hand of 
a father hast thou all-kind Creator conducted me through¬ 
out this day, in which I have participated of Thy goodness, 
although I might in many ways have desecrated the 
sanctuary Thou hast planted within me, and which dignifies 
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mankind. Forgiving and pardoning art Thou, 0 God, to 
Thy devoted servants, a forgiving and indulgent father wilt 
Thou be to me also at all times. Yea, 0 heavenly Parent. 
I trust in Thy mercy and grace, in the hope that Thou wilt 
endow me with energy to improve my walk in life, and 
courage to resist the allurements of sin. 0, may the even¬ 
ing of every day bear testimony that I have not failed to 
profit by Thy manifold bounties as seed for eternity, so that 
I may lay my head on my pillow in tranquility and confi¬ 
dence, and awake again to renewed joy in Thy blessing. 

To Thy hand, “ 0 Keeper of Israel who neither sleepeth 
nor slumbereth,” do I commit my spirit; mayest Thou 
strengthen it anew, so that it may always act according to 
Thy will, and be received by Thee with grace when its 
mortal covering shall be summoned to eternal sleep. 
Amen. 


t 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AFTER MEALS. 


Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord our God! King of the Uni¬ 
verse, Maintainer of all the world, who in His goodness, 
grace, mercy and compassion giveth food to all his creatures, 
for His mercy endureth for ever; who has never caused us 
to lack food, nor will ever cease to grant it to us, for His 
table is prepared for all, and he hath appointed sustenance 
for all his creation. 


t 
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Deign therefore, 0 Lord to accept the thanks which we 
now give unto Thee, and which we will ever offer unto Thy 
Holy name, as we are taught in Thy Law, “When thou 
hast eaten and art satisfied then thou shalt bless the Lord 
thy God. 

0 our God, our Father, our Shepherd and Provider, our 
Cherisher and Saviour! we beseech Thee let us not need any 
gifts from the hands of men, nor lendings from their bounty; 
for their gifts are small and their reproaches great ; but 
let us depend alone on Thy all bountiful hand, which is 
ever full and open, holy and ample, and will not cause us 
shame nor confusion. 

0 Thou most gracious God, ever maintain us with honour, 
and send blesssings in abundance on this house and on the 
table from which we have eaten. 0, bless my parents with 
health and plenty, as Thou didst bless our ancestors, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, with a complete blessing. 0 
preserve us in peace and righteousness, so that we may “find 
favour and good understanding in the sight of God and 
man.” 

ON SABBATHS. 

(O moat merciful* God ! Cause us to inherit the days which are 
all Sabbath and the life of Eternal rest.) 

ON NEW MOONS. 

(0 most merciful God ! Renew unto us this present month for 
good and for blessing.) 

ON FESTIVALS. 

(0 most merciful God ! Cause us to inherit the day which is all 
Festival and rejoicing in Thy goodness.) 

ON NEW YEAR. 

(O most merciful God ! Renew unto us this present year for 
good and for blessing.) 
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ON TABERNACLES. 

(0 most merciful God ! re-establish unto ns the Tabernacle of 
David which is fallen.) 

0 Bountiful God! May what we have eaten be for satisfy¬ 
ing, what we have drank be for healing, and what we have 
left be for a blessing, as we read in Thy holy scripture, 
“ They did eat and left thereof, according to the word of 
the Lord.” 

Whilst I rejoice and praise Thee, 0 Lord, for that good 
which Thou hast given unto me, 0 let me not be insensible 
to the wants of my fellow-creatures, and grant that Thy 
bounty may ever enable me to be the humble instrument of 
distributing from Thy gifts to the poor. Endow me with 
the constant remembrance that as “Thou openest Thy hand 
and satisfiest the desire of all living,” so may I follow Thy 
precept “Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brother, 
to the poor, and to the needy.” Amen. 


PRAYER ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
DEATH OF A PARENT (JAHRZEIT). 


“ O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh,” unsearch¬ 
able but just are the ways of Thy providence. Whoever 
trusts in Thee from the depth of his heart and takes refuge 
in Thee, him thou wilt never forsake; therefore, do I lift 
up my tearful eye unto Thee, and seek Thy help and assist¬ 
ance; I seek from Thee courage and fortitude to bear the 
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loss which has been so grievous unto me. Alas! torn away 
from me is the beloved being to whom I owe my life and 
benefits without number, who with tender love cherished my 
infancy, with fondest watchfulness tended my health, and 
with unremitting solicitude strove to promote my welfare. 
And can there be found on earth a tie more strong than that 
sacred one by which nature, which is ruled by the hand 
of God, attaches the hearts of children to the hearts of 
parents 1 or can any child however hardened, forget the 
earthly authors of its being 1 ? must not every child re¬ 
member them with tender affection and loving sadness 1 

This day, the day of thy departure beloved (father) 
(mother,) these thoughts arise more vividly in my mind than 
ever, for alas, it is a weakness of human nature only to ap¬ 
preciate fully the highest treasures on earth, when their 
possession is gone. How anxious would I be, 0 my beloved 
parent, if now of matured understanding I could shew thee 
more love and tenderness, more respect and obedience, were 
I so happy as yet to possess thee! I was perhaps thy last 
care, thy last grief, thy last joy, thy last prayer. Be there¬ 
fore thy memory sacred unto me! I will so long as I live, 
cherish it with filial tenderness; thy name and thy rectitude 
be my pride and my joy : the contemplation of thee and of 
eternity—the abode of everlasting peace—be my consoling 
hope. 

May the everlasting God endow me with strength and 
mental power, that my walk on earth may be worthy of thee 
my beloved parent, that thy memory may not be deseorated 
by my swerving from the piety which thy instructions in¬ 
culcated within me. May He who commanded us “Honor 
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thy father and thy mother,” support me in the resolution to 
honor thee also after death, 

Grant, 0 Lord, that I may attain Thy grace on earth 
and Thy salvation hereafter, when I shall be called to meet 
my beloved parent “in the House of Assembly for all 


-- - 

1 LAYER FOR THE FESTIVAL OF REJOICING 
IN THE LAW.* nvn nnot? 

(9tii day of tabernacles.) 


0 Lord God, abundant in mercy and truth! Thou hast 
deigned thousands of years past to reveal Thy Law unto 
mankind for their guidance on earth and their salvation in a 
future life. This law, as unchangeable a. its Divine author is 
yet and ever will be preserved by them. Truly this law ema¬ 
nating from the Essence of perfection “Is perfect, quick¬ 
ening the soulthe statutes ordained by Thee, O God of 
righteousness, are “Righteous, rejoicing the heart.” Let us 
therefore, rejoice this day, < > Lord, in this great boon, let us 
be glad at having lived another year to complete the reading 
of those sacred books which Thou hast bestowed upon us 
through Thy faithful servant Moses. Grant, 0 Thou Divine 
Legislator, that after the completion and recommencement of 
this reading^I may be spared again to commence and again 

o * JtT* Wa , S inadV6rtentIy omitted ^fter f'hellPrayerofthe 

8th day of Tabernacles page 40 
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to complete it many successive years. And grant also that 
our reading thereof may lead to our properly studying 
it, to our meditating therein day and night, to our instilling 
its sacred tenets and impressing its holy observances into 
the minds of our children; grant that we may keep, 
cherish, and esteem it, that we may always be mindful of 
the precious admonition given by Thy servant Moses, “ for 
not on bread only liveth man, but by every word that pro¬ 
ceeded out of the mouth of the Lord, liveth man.” Grant 
that I may not be abashed to learn from any one, and that 
I may impart from my humble knowledge to the unin¬ 
structed; then indeed will it be “our life and the length 
of our days ” in this and in the coming world. Amen. 
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